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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


VICE FOREIGN MINISTER DISCUSSES RELATIONS WITH ISRAEL 
TA151416 Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 15 Jan 82 pp l, 1l 


[Report on interview with Chinese Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs He Ying 
by correspondent S. Kohen in Beijing] 


[Text] The vice minister for foreign affairs of Communist China, Mr He Ying, 
said, in an interview with MA'ARIV, that the Chinese Government is opposed 

to the terror actions of the Palestinians and it had explained this opposition 
in private talks it had held with PLO heads. 


Mr He Ying also said that China would not, under any circumstances recognize 
the State of Israel "as long as it continues with its policy of expansionism." 


In an interview in which he answered questions on various issues, the senior 
Chinese diplomat stressed his country's firm support for the Palestinians and 
their right to establish an independent state. He attacked "Israel's aggres- 
sion, which is creating a dangerous and unstable situation in the Middle East.” 
The Golan Heights law, according to him, is "new proof of the policy of 
expansionism." 


When he was asked about China's position on the violence used by the Palestinians 


in an attempt to bring about the destruction of the State of Israel, Mr He Ying 
said: "China condemns terrorism and adventurism. A serious nationalist 
revolutionary movement must never commit such actions. On various occasions, 


not in public, we have expressed thie view to PLO leaders. We told them frankly 


about our dissatisfaction. These are only actions of revenge for Israel's 
terrorism." 


"We are not saying this in public, but in private conversations we have explained 


to them that a liberation organization must not use such methods. PLO leaders 
took our advice seriously. They understood that our advice and support for 


their objectives are different from just declarations of condemnation for Israel." 


In reply to a question about whether China would not be able to play a more 


constructive role if it gave Israel similar advice after establishing diplomatic 


relations with it, the vice minister for foreign affairs answered: "There is no 











possibility of establishing such relations as long as Israel continues with 

its policy. Israel does not listen to any advice. There is only one country 
in the world that can influence Israel: the United States. In the last visit 
by U.S. assistant secretary of state Mr Stoessel to Beijing, we asked him to 
put more pressure on Israel in order to get real concessions from it. We told 
him that as long as the Israeli-Arab conflict is not settled, the United States 
will not succeed in getting rid of the difficulties in the Middle East." 


CSO: 4423/72 











PARTY AND STATE 


FORM, CLARIFICATION OF ‘POLITICAL CAMPAIGN’ DISCUSSED 
Shanghai JIEFANG RIBAO in Chinese 12 Nov 81 p 4 


[Article by Shen Baoxiang [3088 1405 4382]: "Do Not Exaggerate the Concept 
of ‘Political Campaign'"'] 


[Text] The 3d Plenary Session of the llth CCP Central Committee decided to 
shift the focal point of party work and the attentior of the people to special- 
ist modernization construction and to never again engage in those political 
campaigns of the past. Afterwards, leading comrades of the Central Committee 
reaffirmed this decision many times. Practice has proven that this type of 
policy decision is very necessary in solidifying and developing a stable poli- 
tical situatiom and in carrying out modernization construction. However, in 
real life, there also exists such a situation that, when the need for everyone 
to concentrate more on opposing a certain tendency, or solving a certain prob- 
lem is emphasized, some people then would say that this is the same old rou- 
tine of another political campaign and would resist and oppose it. Some peo- 
ple, on the other hand, would make wild speculations concerning whether or not 
another political campaign is in the offing. Thus, some leading comrades, dare 
not take charge to tackle certain problems, for fear of being accused of engag- 
ing in another political campaign. All these point out the need to clarify the 
concept of “political campaign." 


Since the founding of our country, we have indeed carried out quite a few politi- 
cal campaigns. Aside from the three well-known campaigns to resist American 
aggression and aid Korea, land reform and to suppress counterrevolutionaries, in 
the 1950's there were also the "Three Anti," and the "Five Anti" movements, the 
elimination of counterrevolutionaries movement, the anti-rightist movement, and 
the "anti-right deviation" movement. In the 1960's and the 1970's there were 

the urban and rural "Four Clean-ups" movement and the "Cultural Revolution,” and 
finally the exposing and criticising of Lin Biao and the "gang of four" mass 
movement which was concluded by the end of 1978. Past political campaigns, can 
be broadly divided, into two kinds of situations. One is a situation of class 
antagonism. In order to resolve special class contradictions, mass violent class 
struggles were purposely developed throughout the nation or within a certain 
scope. This kind of political movement is a big class struggle battle under the 
conditions of socialism, and was definitely necessary at that time. Although 
some problems did exist the positive effects of political campaigns were certainly 
there. Political campaigns of the past have yet another situation. When the 











exploiting class was basically destroyed, the contradiction between the pro- 
letariat and the bourgeoisie was still regarded as the main contradiction. 
Under the guidance of this kind of leftist ideology, class struggle was 
bruadened. Some problems, which were originally contradictions among the 
people (in some cases truth and falsehood were confused), were inflated to 
contradictions between the enemy and the people, and the form of the politi- 
cal campaigns were waged to resolve them. The result was that the two differ- 
ent types of contradictions were seriously mixed up. The consequences of this 
are common knowledge. 


From the form of the political campaigns which occurred in the two situations 
described above, we can observe two obvious characteristics: the first is 
that there is a definite target of struggle. Through the movement, the tar- 
get is uncovered and defined, a political label is given, and the target is 
dealt with. The second is that the form and method of intensive struggle by 
the masses are adopted. 


The decision of the 3d Plenary Session of the llth CCP Central Committee not to 
engage in political campaigns from now on,on the one hand,was based on the 
actual situation in China. The exploiting class no longer exists in China, 
the large-scale violent storms of class struggle are now a thing of the past, 
and the objective basis for carrying out political campaigns no longer exists. 
Class struggles, which will last for a long period within definite limits 
(under certain conditions, they could even intensify), should be resolved in 
accordance with the constitution and the legal procedures. We need not and 
should not adopt the form of political campaigns to solve problems (the mass 
political campaign to expose Lin Biao and the "gang of fovr" was a special 
historical case). The "resolution" passed this summer by the Party's Sixth 
Plenum reaffirmed this spirit. Om the other hand, the decision was made in 
order to correct the leftist mistakes which in the past caused the broadening 
of the class struggle (those who were unjustly wronged in past movements hzve 
already been rehabilitated). This is an important content in the bringing of 
order out of chaos. 


In the past, under the guidance of leftist thought, the carrying out of poli- 
tical movements almost became a habit, and the lesson was bitter and deep. 

In the future we must constantly be on our guard and under no circumstance 
repeat that type of mistake. However, the facts show that we must prevent 
arbitrary distortion of the concept of "political campaign," so as not to 
negate the correct method of devoting ourselves to solving a certain problem 
within a specified period of time. The leading cadres should not be overcau- 
tious because of this and show undue weakness. 


In our country, contrad‘ctions among the people still exist in great numbers, 
and the struggle in the ideological sphere especially cannot be ignored. In 
order to resolve these contradictions, from the standpoint of leadership, we 
must on the basis of the actual situation, grasp the main point, and within a 
given time period, concentrate on singling out problems in a certain area. 

This is also what is required by scientific leadership methods and work methods. 











During the past 2 years, the party Central Committee successively engaged in 
cleaning out the pernicious influence of feudalism and eliminating "leftist" 
thought among leading cadres. Presently, the party emphasizes criticizing 

and overcoming bourgeois liberalization tendencies. These are all definitely 
necessary. In order to resolve these problems we must not only mobilize every- 
one to make joint efforts, but also promote criticism and self-criticism, with- 
in the appropriate scope. We also must wage necessary and suitable struggles. 
However, in doing so, first of all, it is not our purpose to overthrow someone, 
determine the nature of someone's offense or label someone politically, but to 
aim at helping others, assist them to correct their mistakes, and raise the 
people's ideological understarding in order to construct socialist spiritual 
civilization. Secondly, we adopt neither the violent form of the past, nor the 
simple, crude approaches; rather, we use the methods of criticism and self- 
criticism and discussion according to the principle of guidance. The objectives 
and methods to be used here are fundamentally different from the mistakes com- 
mitted in past political campaigns. They absolutely should not be confused. 


Why do some people criticize us for once again playing the old tricks of politi- 
cal campaigns or suspect that we are once again carrying out some kind of politi- 
cal campaign? Ome reason is that they still have a lingering fear of the 
political campaigns in the past steered by the guidance of leftist ideology, and 
they also have not made a concrete investigation and analysis of the problem. 
They have not fully taken note of the fact that our party has already scienti- 
fically summarized the experiences and lessons since the establishment >f our 
nation; that it has already progressively established a correct path, suitable 
to the conditions of our country, for the construction of a socialist modem 
nation; and that it has already resolutely refuted and rejected the use of those 
methods such as political campaigns to resolve contradictions among the people. 
Another reason is that some people have ulterior m .ves; they wish to see the 
world plunged into chaos and purposely sow discec Although this type of 
person is a small minority and is an isolated ca. » must be on the alert and 
we must not be fooled. 


Not carrying out political campaigns naturally does not mean that no campaigns 
whatever should be carried out. To resolve certain problems, the adoption of 
the form of the mass movement is necessary. For example, in promoting sanita- 
tion, we must persevere and make it a habit. However, mobilizing everyone to 
do a crash job sometimes creates enthusiasm which often leads to better results. 
Clearly, this is not a political campaign. There remain certain problems which, 
like all the relatively widespread unhealthy tendencies will be difficult to 
resolve, if we do not build strong public opinion pressure, and do not have a 
definite momentum. It seems there is a need to concentrate our effort so that 
we may have definitive results. However, this also cannot be called a political 
campaign. 


9686 
CSO: 4005/373 








PARTY AND STATE 


NEED FOR CULTIVATION OF PARTY CHARACTER STRESSED 
Harbin FENDOU [STRUGGLE] in Chinese No 12, 10 Dec 81 pp 33-34 


[Article by Chen Zhong [2525 6945]: "Communist Party Members Must Stress Party 
Character" ] 


[Text] The principle of proletarian party character is the life of our party; 

it is the fundamental indicator which distinguishes our party from all class 
political parties. It is with its own principle of party character that our party 
has trained hundreds and thousands of fine communists and thereby turned them from 
the common masses into proletarian vanguard fighters with broad aspirations and 
resolute will and enabled them to consciously dedicate their own lives and work 

to the great communist cause, share the breath and destiny of the party, exhaust 
all their energies to doing their work, and serve the people with full devotion and 
commitment. It was precisely because of this that our party secured one brilliant 
victory after another, which shook China as well as foreign lands, shines in the 
pages of our history, and earned the hearty support and backing of millions of 
people. 


Contrariwise, however, heroic and strong a communist may have been in the past, 

and whatever merits and honors he may have earned, if he should one day depart from 
the principle of proletarian party character, he would proceed immediately from 
brilliance toward dimmess. In a less severe case, he would lose his rele as 
vanguard and model; in a more serious case, he would undergo a qualitative neta- 
morphosis to become a termite of the party and the people's cause. When party 
members of this kind become numerous, the party's fighting stamina is bound to 
shrink, the general mood within the party is bound to deteriorate, and the 

party's prestige is bound to fall. 


The party's workstyle is an embodiment of party character. Failure to stress 

party character is the fundamental cause of a devious party workstyle. At present, 
the reason why a devious workstyle in the party is becoming more common and more 
serious is precisely because the concept of a considerable portion of our party 
members is not strong enough or their party character is not pure enough; or an 
extremely small number of people even sabotage and trample on the principle of 
party character. The question of party workstyle is a question that relates to 

the life and death of a party in power. And for the sake of rectifying various 
unhealthy trends in the party, the most important and most basic point is none 
other than enabling every communist to strengthen his party concept and do things 








according to the principle of party character at all times and everywhere. 
Consequently, every one of our party member comrades must improve his party 
character consciousness, take thc principle of party character as his own life, 
and carry out a correct struggle against all persons and th _ags that run counter 
to party character. In this way, the various unhealthy trends within the party 
are bound to be swept away swiftly, and our party will become more magnificently 
and more powerfully constructed. 


On the ideological and cultural front at present, some comrades are distorting the 
"double-hundred” principle as a principle of liberalization, deviating from the 
four basic principles--a principle that allows people to write whatever they 
please, say whatever they please, and do whatever they please without anyone 
criticizing or interfering with them. Some people even brag about daring to deny 
the four basic principles and break through any “taboo area," with a view to 
becoming "uncrowned kings" in the party and in society. Because they are unable 
to adhere to the correct standpoint and are liable to become confused on major 
questions of principle, it is unavoidable that they shculd echo certain erroneous 
social trends of thought and thereby cause their own articles, speeches, or works 
to lead to consequences that are disadvantageous to the party and the socialist 
cause. This is a question urgently awaiting solution on the ideological and 
cultural front at present. For a communist, adhering to the four basic principles, 
seriously implementing the party s line, principles, and policies since the Third 
Plenary Session of its llth Party central committee, and maintaining consistency 
with the Party Central Committee in politics are the most important aspects in 
maintaining the principle of party character. Our party member theorists, writers 
and artists, scholars and professors, and comrades throughout the party should 
remember at all times the duties and responsibilities of a communist, and 
consciously relate their own work and words and deeds to the party cause in order 
to be loyal and sincere warriors of the party. They must determinedly pursue all 
that which tallies with the interests of the party and the people, and mst resist 
and struggle against all that which violates the interests of the party and the 
people. They must never pursue individual success, fame, and gain at the expense 
of the cause of the party and the people. In the process of our continued effort 
to cleanse the influence of leftist guiding ideology and criticize the erroneous 
tendency of bourgeois liberalization today, our party member theorists, writers 
and artists, scholars and professors must first of all think of themselves as 
communists and only after that as “experts.” They must adhere to the principle 

of party character in a clear-cut and forthright manner, dare to struggle, and 
make contributions to the party. 


In resorting to devious practices, some party members also have another set of 
"reasons." Some think they are the people's meritorious heroes; it is imperative 
that they resort to some sort of particularization. Some happen to have suffered 
injustices and hardships in the past; they therefore feel that it should be 
understandable when they do something in violation of principles. Still others 
complain about others resorting to devious practices on the one hand while doing 
so themselves on the other hand, thinking that if they refrained rrom following 
suit they would be doing so for nothing, or that if they refrained from tollowing 
suit they would suffer a disadvantage, etc, This kind of theory that suggests 
"it is right to resort to devious practices" is incompatible with party character. 
The principle of proletarian party character, fundamentally speaking, means that 
every communist must place the interests of the party and the people above 








everything else, so that individual interests are unconditionally subsumed under 
the interests of the party and the people. Apart from the interests of the people, 
they should have no particular interests of their own. Therefore, a communist, 
however great his merits and status, and whatever conditions may exist, should 
always conduct matters according to the party’s policies and definitely not seek 
any interests or privileges beyond policy and institutional provisions. He should 
forever work as one with the masses, and put suffering ahead of enjoyment. This 

is imperative and a matter of course. As for those comrades who cannot stand the 
test of struggle, who suffer defeat when confronted with devious practices, and 
who choose to drift with the tide, they should understand that their own impurities 
and infirmity of party character cause shame and danger to the party. They should 
thereby painstakingly make up their minds to take the principle of party character 
as their "mirror" and "yardstick," make strict demands upon themselves, resolutely 
resist devious practices, make up their faults with merits, and seek renovation 
and improvemer.t. This alone is the correct attitude. 


It is worthy of note that devious practices in the economic realm are quite 
salient today. Taking advantage of their office and power, some party members and 
cadres set up thresholds at all levels to resort to "plucking feathers when a 
goose flies by" in order to carry out blackmail and extortion and seize unjust 
wealth; they thereby bring into the party the old society's cold and relentless 
conduct of trading in cash, seriously destroying the party's presige. But a 
considerably more common situation is one in which some units, while setting up 
the economic responsibility system, partially pursue profits and thus resort to 
all kinds of rewards. Some units retain profits, omit reporting certain taxes, 
or skip collecting certain taxes; some privately raise prices and prop up each of 
the related commodities in turn; some resort to pomp and extravagance and spend 
money at random; some wave the banner of doing things for the public and for the 
masses while clandestinely dividing up state and collective property, etc. All 
of these are illegal practices that are in violation of party financial and 
economic discipline and undermine socialism. They result in large quantities of 
state property being illegally nibbled away. If we allow things to go unchecked 
in this manner, not only will it become impossible for us to talk about socialist 
modernization, but even our existing material existing material foundation will 
become exhausted. Resorting to devious prac"ices in the economic realm is a 
sign of political decline, but eliminating such devious practices in the economic 
realm would be an important ingredient of our present rectification of the party's 
workstyle. Every one of us communists must raise our vigilance, resolutely 
resist the erosion of our party workstyle by such devious practices, make sure to 
pay well-balanced attention to the relations between state, collective, and 
individual interests, improve our level of leadership, unite our adherence to the 
principle of material benefits cloosely with the strengthening of our ideological 
and political work, serve the public honestly to the point of forgetting about 
ourselves, and lead the masses in marching toward the four modernizecions by 
taking the lead and setting examples. We must cleanse away the kiads of ideas 
that are relevant to the exploitive classes--[ideas] which suggest that "under 
abundant rewards there are bound to be brave fellows" and that "money is all 
powerful."’ As for those who take advantage of their office ard power, openly 
fleece people, and commit corrupt deeds in violation of the law, we must 
resolutely struggle against them and definitely not allow them to continue to 
wreak havoc upon society. 











Some comrades are downcast in spirit and depressed in their aspirations, and they 
neither seek to study problems nor attempt to solve problems. They embrace old 
conventions without letting them go, feel disinterested about necessary reforms, 
and tend to be perfunctory in their work. There are also some whose minds are 
too fragile and who, full of discontent and complaints, give up and become 
discouraged in the face of the slightest of setbacks. These comrades forget the 
only purpose of the CCP, which is to serve the people wholeheartedly. The reason 
for us to enter the party is not for our own enjoyment but to bring happiness to 
the people. If we are unable to lead the people forward with the spirit of 
"fearing neither hardship nor death," what need is there for so many of us 
communists? Although we have already secured great victories, our revolution is 
not yet finished, and there are many, many more tasks to handle and countless 
difficulties and obstacles to overcome. Therefore, we communists have only the 
obligation to join the flaming struggle; we have no right to remain pessimistic and 
downhearted. Our predecessors have made great sacrifices for the victories we 
enjoy today. If we as revolutionary successors do not take over the revolution 
well, then we will have become stragglers of the revolution and unfit posterity 
of our predecessors. Forgetting the past would imply betrayal. We must give 
scope to our revolutionary traditions, be as prudent about the end as we were 
about the beginning, exert ourselves to make the country strong, struggle 
heroically, and train ourselves to become even more mature and stronger in the 
great practice of the construction of the four modernizations. 


Scressing party character must lead to doing things resolutely according to the 
principle of party character. Paying lipservice without doing so shows a lack 

of party character; acting contrary to what one says destroys party character. 
Those people who resort to devious practices mostly have definite knowledge 

about the party, and what they say might not necessarily seem anything but plausible 
and magnificent. But because they say one thing and do another, their words and 
deeds conflict with each other and their performance does not conform to their 
thinking; they make the masses loathe and dislike them very much. On the other 
hand, not one of the many, many fine communists fighting on the various fronts 
fails to win the people's sincere praise for his model conduct. Therefore, if we 
wish to be really qualified commnists with party-character consciousness, we mist 
do things according to the party constitution and the "Guiding Principles," 

and we must resolutely eliminate the evil practice of paying lipservice without 
deeds and of failing to exhibit consistency between words and deeds. Only thus 
can we have a clear conscience about accepting the glorious title of a communist; 
only thus can our party and state have unlimited hope and a bright future. 


9255 
cso: 4005/412 











PARTY AND STATE 


RECTIFICATION OF PARTY WORKSTYLE IN HEIBEI PROVINCE REPORTED 
Beijing RENMIN RIBAO in Chinese 26 Dec 81 p l 


[Article by unidentified correspondent: "Mental Hurdles Must be Removed Before 
Party Workstyle Can Be Rectified--Party Workstyle in Luxian County Has Begun to 
Improve and Cadres Are in High Spirit"] 


[Text] HEBEI RIBAO reported: In rectifying unhealthy tendencies inside the party, 
the County Party Committee in Hebei Province has recently directed its efforts in 
eliminating resistance from various sources. the "malady of flabbiness" has been 
initially cured and the party committee is once again asserting itself. Party work 
has now produced positive results. Since the beginning of this year, the party 
committee has discovered 14 cases of speculation and profiteering, corruption, em- 
bezzlement, taking advantage of official positions for private gains, absence without 
leave and failure in the performance of duty among the party member cadres. The 
workstyle of both party members and civilians has begun to improve and the broad 
masses of cadres are now in high spirits. 


Li Yinhe [2621 6892 3109], the county party committee secretary said: The first 
resistance we have to eliminate was the idea that "such cases are only too numerous, 
and law cannot be enforced against a popular practice." This was exactly what some- 
body said when a party member cadre was accused of having taken advantage of his 
official position for private gains. The implication of these remarks was that 
since we could not handle all these cases, it would be better for us not to handle 
them at all. In fact, a large number has grown from a small umber simply because 
we failed to handle them at the very beginning. Because of this very failure, the 
problems continued to multiply. On the other hand, if they were attended to at 

the very beginning, these problems would have been gradually eliminated and the 
party would emerge with a higher prestige. This year, we have dealt with several 


cases in quick succession and the masses have written us more than 300 letters exposing 


unhealthy tendencies. The number of culprits has been markedly reduced. Thus it 

is not true that “law cannot be enforced against a popular practice"; on the con- 
trary, "public opinion can check unhealthy tendencies." As long as we can count 

on mass support from various quarters, we can certainly check these unhealthy tenden- 
cies. 


Li Yinhe said: Another resistance we had to eliminate was the idea that "some other 


cases are far more serious. Compared with them, this case is nothing at all." When 
a party member cadre was accused of absence without leave and failure in the per- 
formance of duty, someone said: "If the people did not report it, the officials 


would do nothing about it. Yet some people had to report such a minor case. There 


10 











are other cases far more serious, but no one bothers to report them." If the people 
do not report them and the officials are not aware of them, these officials are 
simply bureaucrats. If the people do not report them and the officials take no 
action even though they are aware of them; or these officials take no action even 
though the people have reported them, then these officials are condoning these un- 
healthy tendencies. The person making these remarks was in fact using the "far 

more serious cases" as a subterfuge in defending the "minor cases." It is true 

that there is a difference between serious cases and minor cases of unhealthy ten- 
dencies, and the serious ones, once discovered, should be promptly dealt with. However, 
this does not mean that the minor cases can be overlooked until they assume serious 
dimensions. 


Li Yinghe said: The third resistance we had to eliminate was the idea that "this 
problem is hard to handle because of the complicated involvement." This means fear 
to face existing realities. A doggeral reflecting this type of involvement has 
recently gained currency. It says: "They have relatives and friends everywhere 
with powerful backing from above, and a single word of accusation will start a chain 
reaction." This "chain reaction" was enough to scare some cadres. First, they 

were afraid of the trouble; second, they were afraid of disputes; third, they were 
afraid of losing some votes; fourth, they were afraid of offending others; fifth, 
they were afraid of getting their fingers burned; and sixth, they were afraid of 
being fired. After all, their party spirit was not strong enough and they had private 
interests to consider. Unless private interests are discarded, people will bow 

to the existing state of affairs out of fear of other people's personal connections. 
If private interests are discarded and the six fears are replaced by one fear-- 

the fear of the perils of the party and the state--they will have the courage to 
face the existing environments and to change them. Then even the strongest ties 

of personal connections can be broken and the biggest difficulty can be overcome. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


IMPORTANCE OF UNITED WILL IN CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT DESCRIBED 
Beijing RENMIN RIBAO in Chinese 25 Dec 81 p 8 
[Article by He Beiren [0149 0554 0088]: "Now Our Wills Unite Like a Fortress") 


[Text] Recently, I often thought of these two lines in one of Comrade Mao Zedong's 
poems: "Already our defense is iron-clad; now our wills unite like a fortress." 

In the battle for the defense of Jingjiangshan Mountain many years ago, there was 
only a small defense force left when "the foe encircles us thousands strong." Yet 
we won the battle and the “enemy has fled into the night." There were two main 
factors in this victory: First, an iron-clad defense consisting of five elaborate 
defensive rings; and second, a united will as strong as a fortress, as shown by 

the hatred against the common enemy from all armymen and civilians and the partici- 
pation of people of all ages, both male and female, in the defense. These two fac- 
tors are still of great significance to our undertaking today. 


An "iron-clad defense" is certainly important. Our success in the past has never 
been without it. In times of war, stress on "an iron-clad defense" means to 
strengthen our defensive power; in times of peaceful construction, we should also 
understand that economic power counts heavily. Now, our party Central Committee 
and the State Council are attaching great importance to this factor. 


It is, however, even more important that "our wills unite like a fortress." Comrade 
Mao Zedong said: "What is a true bastion of iron? It is the masses, the millions 
upon millions of people who genuinely and sincerely support the revolution." The 
masses referred to here mean the masses whose "wills unite like a fortress" and 

who are not like "a sheet of loose sand." The masses whose "wills unite like a 
fortress'’ is "the real iron baston which it is inpossible, and absolutely impossible, 
for any force on earth to smash.” 


"Wills unite like a fortress" also depends on two conditions: Getting organized 

and strengthening unity. For example, "masses" can be likened to bricks, but bricks 
do not automatically mean a "fortress." They must be carefully laid in order to 
form a "fortress."' Comrade Mao Zedong said: "It is mainly because of the unorganized 
state of the Chinese masses that the foreign aggressor dares to bully us." However, 
when they have been well organized, "the mere sound of their voices will strike 
terror into him." What can get the masses organized is "will," the strong revolu- 
tionary will characterized by a common goal of struggle, a spirit of sacrifice, 

a revolutionary fervor and socialist and communist ideals, morality and attitude 
toward work. All people in possession of these qualities can join together to 

form a solid block which will ensure all victories. 
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Our party Central Committee and the State Council are now vigorously promoting socialist 
cultural development. We can call this action an active promotion of the "wills 

unite like a fortress" idea, and the building of a "true bastion of iron." They 

are striving for a high level of socialist cultural development to ensure the socialist 
orientation of material development. In his Report on "Work of the Government," 
Premier Zhao mentioned two aspects of cultural development: First, "We must tap 

our intellectual resources and increase intellectual investment so that a correspon- 
dence is achieved between such investment and investment in production and construc- 
tion.” Second, we must strengthen “effective publicity and education, political 

and ideological work, and work in other fields," improve and raise "the level of 

the political, ideological and moral development of society." The latter aspect 

has many features; in summary, however, they are all related to the “wills” of our 
people. For this reason, Premier Zhao summed up the experiences in his Report as 
follows: “Owing to complex historical and practical reasons, this problem is becoming 
more and more pronounced and required immediate solution." This "pronounced" and 
"immediate" problem calls for conscious efforts from all of us. Therefore, it is 

all the more necessary for us to let “our wills wiite like a fortress." 
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PARTY AND STATE 


BAODING PARTY COMMITTEE FIRST SECRETARY ON NEED FOR POLITICAL WORK 
Shijiazhuang HEBEI RIBAO in Chinese 11 Nov 81 pp 1, 3 


[Excerpts of Speech by Xing Chongzhi [6717 1504 2535], First Secretary of 
Baoding Prefectural Party Committee, at the Plenary Meeting of Party Members 
of Organs Directiy under the Baoding Prefecture and Municipality] 


[Text] After the 6th Plenary Session of the llth Party Central Committee, we 
communicated and studied the “Resolution"™ among the party cadres of the entire 
prefecture. The prefectural party committee also called a study meeting par- 
ticipated by the standing committee members of county party committees and by 
cadres of assistant bureau chief level and above of units directly under the 
prefecture. In September, we communicated the spirit cf the Hebei work con- 
ference sponsored by the Party Central Committee Secretariat, Comrade Hu Yao- 
bang's important speech during his observation trip in Hebei and the spirit of 
the provincial party committee work conference. After the communication and 
study of these important documents, the party cadres of the entire prefectures, 
especially the leaders of the various levels, greatly raised their ideological 
awareness and made an obvious progress in practical work, mainly manifested in 
the following aspects. 


First, they have become relatively thorough in their understanding of leftwing 
things and greatly raised their consciousness in correcting the leftwing mis- 
takes and purging the leftwing influence. In the past, our cadres, long 
accustomed to leftwing things, found leftism correct and correct things right- 
wing. For a time after the downfall of the "gang of four,” they remained 
seriously fettered by the idea of going by the books and the "two whatevers.”" 
They arbitrarily called the obviously ultra-leftwing things rightwing, and 
refused to admit the fact that they did obviously leftwing things and were 
under the influence of leftism, unaware of being leftwing. Now it is different. 
The overwhelming majority of the comrades has realized that, working and living 
under the leftwing guiding ideology, they were influenced by it, and that they 
mistook leftwing things as Marxism-Leninism and Mao Zedong Thought and studied 
them. They realized that no one was completely free from using the leftwing 
standard to determine the right and wrong, punish others or suffer punishment, 
at different times and to different degrees. In terms of the individuals prior 
to the Third Plenary Session, they possibly made more and bigger leftwing 
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mistakes when in power, and less and smaller ones when out of power, but re- 
gardless, they produced an influence. Therefore, more and more comrades are 
trying relatively consciously to bring order out of chaos in their ideology. 

I recall that, last year when we introduced the production responsibility 
system in rural areas, the resistance was fairly great. Many people incor- 
rectly thought the system rightwing, doubting, resisting, fearing and opposing 
it. Today, perhaps the majority of the comrades are raising both hands to 
show their approval. Last year, there were still those who were influenced by 
the "two whatevers."" They were unable to ask questions correctly on investi- 
gations and one-criticism and three-hits. As a result, a number of unjust, false 
and wrong cases after the downfall of the "gang four" was not thoroughly 
redressed. This year, all unanimously feel that the remaining issues must be 
thoroughly solved. In the past, many comrades failed to understand the neces- 
sity of linking leftism with the leftwing mistakes of the former principal 
responsible person of the provincial party committee, but, through practice, 
they have realized that, by so doing, it will benefit the fulfillment of the 
policy on old cadres, the sorting out of the "three kinds of people" in the 
teams, and the elimination of the negative consequences of the "Great Cultural 
Revolution.” All have become relatively more conscious in correcting the in- 
fluence of the leftwing mistakes. 


Second, they have raised their consciousness in maintaining political unity 
with the Party Central Committee. In the past, some comrades failed to under- 
Stand and keep pace with the lines of the Third Plenary Session, even finding 
them rightwing and regressive. After studying the spirit of the Sixth Plenary 
Session, especially after undergoing practice in the past several years, every- 
one has profoundly realized that, when the lines and policies of the Third 
Plenary Session are followed, the work becomes more successful, the achieve- 
ments more obvious and our cause more prosperous. No matter how backward a 
unit and how complex the situation, as long as they conscientiously implement 
the lines and policies of the Third Plenary Session, the situation will rapid- 
ly improve. It has been proved by many instances in our prefecture. There- 
fore, everyone deeply understands that the lines and policies since the Third 
Plenary Session are completely accurate, and is determined to raise high the 
banner of Mao Zedong Thought, continue the past to forge ahead and seize new 
victories of the four modernization construction under the correct guidance of 
the Party Central Committee. Today, one may say that upholding the lines of 
the Third Plenary Session and adhering to the four basic principles have become 
the criterion of action of the broad cadres and that political unity with the 
Party Central Committee the conscious act of the majority. 


Third, factionalism has been further eliminated and unity further strengthened. 
All have deeply realized that factionalism is a prod:ct of the "Great Cultural 
Revolution.” Regardless of which faction it is, all actively participated in 
the "Great Cultural Revolution;" therefore, there is no dietinction of high or 
. low, win or lose. We also have here a prominent manifestation. On the issue 
of the incorrect influence of the former principal responsible person of the 
provincial party committee, some comrades did not have a correct understanding. 
Some, with a sense of shielding the shortcomings, were not willing to discuss 
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the incorrect influence; others thought that only some people were influenced 
while others were not and that they themselves were correct. Today, the 
majority of the comrades has solved, or basically solved, this issue. All 

have relatively unanimously realized that the mistakes of the former principal 
responsible person of the provincial party committee occurred under the left- 
wing guiding ideology, that leftwing mistakes exist objectively, and that, if 
not corrected, it will block our endeavor to bring order out of chaos and 
hamper our work. At the same time, they have also realized that leftwing mis- 
takes are a historical phenomenon and that it is impossible for them to in- 
fluence a part of the people and not others. Therefore, they know that they 
must unite and, in conjunction with reality, conscientiously criticize leftism. 
On the issue of drawing a line according to individuals, for instance, it 
occurred three times with us here: after Chen Boda made known his reactionary 
stand; when clearing the ranks and rectifying the party; after the downfall of 
the "gang of four." All three times were most harmful, and everyone suffered 
the effect of drawing the line according to individuals. We were aware of it 
at the time. Now a very small number of people wants to draw a line again, on 
ground that, since the former principal responsible person of the provincial 
party committee made mistakes, all who opposed him are correct. This is in 
fact the same practice as during the "Great Cultural Revolution." Opposing 

the former principal responsible person of the provincial party committee is 

a fact, and it is proper for us to be dissatisfied with his incorrect prac- 
tices, but in terms of the line, most people opposed him for not being suffi- 
ciently leftwing, not for carrying out leftwing things. How can it be correct? 
We say that taking such opposition as a part of the contents of investigations 
is wrong and must be corrected, but it is not equivalent to saying that oppos- 
ing him indicates the correct line. Now everyone has realized that practice 

is the only criterion to test the truth, th = the lines since the Third Plenary 
Session and the "Resolution" of the Sixth P.. nary Session are the standards to 
distinguish the right and wrong, and that at no time may a line be drawn 
according to individuals. Teke another instance: One cannot fault someone 

for claiming that he is consistently correct while one oneself is permitted to 
do the same thing. Yet even now there are still a few people who disregard 

the facts and vie with one another for the label of being consistently correct, 
finding it honorable. Actually, others find it disgraceful and awkward. The 
solution of these problems has greatly promoted the unity of the cadre ranks. 
The atmosphere of mutual support, confidence and understanding among the com- 
rades has become stronger. Factional words and factionalism generally encoun- 
ter censure and resistance; unity and devotion to work in words and deeds 
generally win commendations and support. 


Fourth, the ideological style of criticism and self-criticism is being res- 
tored. Criticism and self-criticism are one of the party's three important 
styles of work. In previous years, we lost this weapon. There was no normal 
and sound democratic life within the party, and self-criticism was seldom 
heard. Recently, an encouraging situation has emerged with the study of the 
spirit of the Sixth Plenary Session: More and more leaders are setting the 
example in self-criticism. A number of department chiefs, directors and 
bureau chiefs of units directly under the prefecture, and the secretaries and 
standing committee members of many county party committees are courageous and 
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willing to make self-criticisms at mass meetings and earnestly rectify the 
defects and mistakes in their work. Most cadres are able to take the attitude 
of dividing one into two on people and facts, seeing both : ‘tes and uttering 
two sentences, not just one. No longer do they stare only . the shortcomings 
of others, but they also notice their own. Especially after the communication 
of the spirit of the provincial party committee work conference, everyone has 
learned the correct methods of the Party Central Committee in solving the 
issues of Hebei. For this reason, they have become relatively conscious in 


employing the weapon of criticism and self-criticism for the problems among 
the comrades and in intra-party life. 


Fifth, with the endeavor to bring order out of chaos in practical work and the 
fulfillment of the cadre policy, people are feeling a greater ease of mind. 
Many comrades were wrongfully punished in the previous political movements, 
and many others suffered an injustice under the leftwing guiding ideology. 

Now that the heavy ideological load has been lifted, they are able to work 
hard. As people are gradually casting off the leftwing fetters, more and more 
comrades are actively studying the new conditions and solving the new issues 
under the new situation. 


As shown by the facts, the awareness of the overwhelming majority of our cadres 
is rising and their work improving. This is the general tendency of develop- 
ment. However, fairly prominent contradiction still confronts us: the things 
requiring attention are many and the tasks heavy, while the ideological and 
spiritual states of our cadre ranks are not completely adjusted to the needs 

of this new situation. 


Our present task is to bring a greater unity, prosperity and civilization to 
the people of the whole prefecture. In short, it is unity, prosperity and 
civilization. It is impossible to complete the task without a good spiritual 
state. Chairman Mao once said that man must have some spirit. What is the 
spiritual state of our cadre ranks today? The answer calls for concrete 
analyses by our comrades. According to preliminary surveys, there are roughly 
five different states: The first is serving the people heart and soul and 
working hard cautiously and conscientiously. Such comrades are liberated in 
their thinking and possess a high spirit, sharing the worries with the party 

in the endeavor to bring order owt of chaos, knowing the difficulties yet 
advancing, and realizing the immensity of their jobs yet never stopping. On 
the strength of their enthusiasm for the party and the people and their spirit 
to perform solid work, they do concrete and good things for the people at 

their own posts, regardless of the conditions. The number of such comrades is 
growing. The backbone of the prosperity of our party's cause, they stand on 
the forefront of the historical current of the four modernizations. The second 
is working assiduously, but with some fear of the difficulties. These comrades 
are dissatisfied with the existing state of affairs, wishing to improve and 
progress, yet they feel uncomfortable and lack sufficient courage and determi- 
nation in face of difficulties. They are dissatisfied with some people, yet 
afraid to offend them. They demand strictly of themselves, work conscientious- 
ly and strive to be worthy of the party, but when it comes to changing certain 
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backward conditions, they lack confidence and fear the difficulties. A con- 
siderable number of comrades belongs in this category. The third is being 

lazy and drifting along. The comrades in this category have lost their aspira- 
tions and their courage. They prefer leisure and dislike tension. Without 
ambition, they drift along. For them, it is the less work and tension the 
better. Some of them do not study, attend meetings or go to the rural areas, 
walking around during work hours and visiting here and there after work, doing 
nothing during the day and thinking of nothing at night. Others feel that 

they are getting older and have reached the top of their positions and salaries 
and that they wish for nothing more. Still others feel that whether they work 
or not makes no difference and that, even if they work, they will not accom- 
plish anything. They have no lofty aspirations or ideals. Following the 
prescribed routine, they are neither good nor bad, aeither advanced nor back- 
ward, remaining in a state of more or less. The fourth is extreme selfishness. 
Very few people belong in this category. They are obsessed with greed, using 
their positions as cadres as the means for private gain and following the 
unhealthy trends. Their desire for profit, position and power is insatiable. 
At work, some of them make a few calls and establish some connections. Others 
perform little work but complain a lot, always feeling that the party is unfair 
to them and others slight them. Though doing no work, they feel themselves 
justified, concentrating on the faults of others and getting into unprincipled 
disputes. With the slightest infringement on their interest, they become en- 
raged and refuse to yield one inch, even making false accusations and creating 
rumors to hurt others. They are like creditors, with everyone else owing them 
a debt. What they seek are "a house with a few rooms and a private yard and 
more money and power." Having abandoned revolutionary work, they rush around 
all day for private gain. The fifth is craving nothing short of nationwide 
chaos. An extreme minority, those in this category favor bourgeois liberalism, 
feel dissatisfied with the party's leadership, hold no respect for organization 
and discipline, remain rebellious and constantly spread rumors and slanders and 
create discords. They even slander the Party Central Committee and crave 

chaos in order to make a profit in the confusion. Though they are extremely 
small in number,their energy is high, creating a bad influence. They are the 
black sheep in the cadre ranks. Unable to purge themselves of the remnant 
poison of the counterrevolutionary Lin Biao and Jiang Qing cliques, they are 
the most dangerous to our stability and unity. We hope that each and every 
cadre will strive to belong to the first category and combat and struggle 
against those of the fifth category. To leap over the 18 hairpin bends and 
attain the Jade Emperor Summit, we must make a concerted effort, be of one 
heart and one mind, enhance our revolutionary spirit and work fruitfully. 


Enhancing the revolutionary spirit means performing the work for which one is 
responsible with a high revolutionary spirit. Stalin said that the integration 
of the revolutionary courage and resourcefulness of the Russians and the »eal- 
istic spirit of the Americans is the work style of Leninism. In the long 
revolutionary war, under the correct political guidance, by analyzing the prac- 
tical conditions and developing the spirit of revolution plus exertion, of 
strictly observing discipline and self-criticism, of selflessness and placing 
others before oneself, of overcoming all enemies and surmounting all difficul- 
ties, and of upholding revolutionary optimism, eliminating all obstacles and 
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striving for victory, we made great achievements. In the socialist construc- 
tion and the four modernizations, we must likewise vigorously develop this 
spirit under the correct guidance of the Party Central Committee. If a Commu- 
nist Party member lacks such spirit, he cannot be considered a qualified mem~ 
ber. Today, to build a socialist power with a high degree of civilization and 
a high degree of democracy and achieve a relatively well-off society, we need 
this revolutionary spirit even more. If we do not further enhance our revolu- 
tionary spirit and work fruitfully, our goal will be unattainable. 


In that case, how do we enhance our spirit? Each and every party cadre must 
examine his conscience and ask himself some questions. 


l. As a Communist Party member, have I produced the effect and upheld the 
standards of a party member? Do my spiritual state and words and acts add 
honor to the party, or do they bring disgrace? Are they compatible with my 
oath upon joining the party? 


2. As a revolutionary cadre, in the basic purpose of serving the people, do 
I serve heart and soul, or with two minds, halfheartedly, or without heart or 
mind? 


3. In the great era of bringing order out of chaos and continuing the past to 
forge ahead and the majestic tide of rejuvenating the nation of China, what do 
the people expect of me? What have I done for the people? Have the people 
treated me unfairly, or am I unworthy of the people? How do I become a person 
who benefits the people, who makes accomplishments and who breaks through 
brambles and thorns to advance? 


4. What have I done in eliminating the negative consequences of the "Great 
Cultural Revolution?" Do I actively combat the leftwing mistakes, factionalism 
and the unhealthy trends, or do I defend them and persist in them? What 
aspects of my words and acts are still influenced by the negative consequences 
of the "Great Cultural Revolution?" 


5. Do I handle correctly my relations with the organization? Has my revolu- 
tionary determination grown stronger or weaker? Do I give more or less thought 
to personal concerns? Am I strict or lenient in my demands of myself? Hes my 
revolutionary vision grown broader or narrower? 


6.’ Compared with the proletarian revolutionaries of the older generation, the 
innumerable revolutionary martyrs and the millions of advanced figures, is 
there a gap in my words and acts? Have I failed to live up to their teaching 
and hopes? 


7. In face of right and wrong, what is my attitude on the healthy trends and 
the evil influences? Do I clearly uphold the truth, criticize the mistakes, 
support the healthy trends and combat the evil influences, or do I refuse to 
commit myself, assume an ambiguous attitude, open one eye and close the other, 
or even support the mistakes and foster the evil influences? Do I actively 
learn from and support the advanced comrades, or do I mock and ridicule them? 
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On these incisive questions, each and every comrade must ponder carefully, 
check himself against the feelings of the party and the feelings of the people, 
analyze himself deeply and answer conscientiously, solemnly and correctly, 
thereby reinforcing his tighting determination and enhancing his revolutionary 
spirit. It has been more than 5 years since the downfall of the “gang of four" 
and close to 3 since the party's Third Plenary Session. Three or 5 years are 
but a short interval in the long river of history, but, in terms of a party 
cadre, how many 3 or 5 years are there when we can work for the party? Not 
many. The 10-year delay of the construction cause of our country caused by 

the "Great Cultural Revolution" makes us value our time of work even more. 
Among our younger comrades, some of them encountered the civil strife of the 
"Great Cultural Revolution" the moment they joined the revolution or not long 
afterward, thereby wasting the years of their youth; others even made mistakes. 
Today, is it conceivable for us not to enhance our spirit, take advantage of 
the prime of our lives and exert ourselves for the party and the people? Our 
old comrades, who had joined the revolution decades ago, gone through fire and 
water and toiled for the party and the people, were persecuted during the 
"Cultural Revolution" and deprived of the right to continue their work. How 
we wanted to work for the party at that time, and how distressing it was when 
we were not permitted to do so! Now that we can work, is it conceivable for 
us not to grasp our years on earth to make more contributions to the party and 
the people? Should not the comrades who have made mistakes make amends by 
their good deeds? What is there to haggle over? In short, each and every 
party cadre must place a high value on time, make use of every minute and 
every second and, with a firm determination and an iron will, exert himself 

for the party. Only thus will one be a true Communist Party member and a 
revolutionary cadre. 


To enhance our revolution spirit and work fruitfully, the key is in integrating 
the lines of the party's Third Plenary Session and the "Resolution" of its 
Sixth Plenary Session with the concrete reality of the particular area, and 
combining Marxism-Leninism, Mao Zedong Thought and the directives of the Party 
Central Committee with the reality of the particular unit. Only by integrating 
the party's lines and resolutions with the reality of the particular unit will 
we be able to work fruitfully. The people hope that we will, in accordance 
with the lines and resolutions of the Party Central Committee, concretely 

solve their problems. Every month and every year, we must make some accom- 
plishments for the people. Some comrades say that today the affairs are hard 
to handle and the problems hard to solve. It is a fact which we must admit. 
The purpose of admitting is to change, and we must face the difficulties and 
advance, instead of retreating from them. To our Communist Party members, 

life is struggle and work. Chairman Mao said that, the more difficult the 
area, the more must we go there, for only thus is one a good comrade. The 
harder to handle, the more must we handle it; the harder to solve, the more 
must we solve it; the more stubborn the old practices, the more must we develop 
the spirit of the Foolish Old Man moving the mountain, digging it everyday 
nonstop, solving the difficult problems one by one, and reducing them one by 
one and batch by batch. As long as we work concretely, we will eventually 
create a new situation and write a history satisfactory to the party and the 
people. 
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To enhance the revolutionary spirit and work fruitfully, we must first struggle 
against our own weaknesses and shortcomings. We must muster our courage and 
heal the spiritual wounds of many years. The wound: are reflected at times in 
factionalism, in the wnhealthy trends, in the failure to uphold principles and 
in the spiritual state. These wounds are a virus, and its characteristic is 
starting from personal loss or gain and forgetting the basic interests of the 
party and the people. Today there is such a mood: The moment a problem comes 
up, those with this mood blame everyone else but themselves. Undermining the 
revolutionary spirit and sapping the fighting will, it is a corrosive. Chair- 
man Mao admonished us against putting the blame on god and man. Comrade Zhou 
Enlai urged us to demand strictly of ourselves first. It is the spirit most 
needed by us today. We must, by means of the weapon of self-criticism, volun- 
tarily and consciously overcome individualism, persevere in serving the people 
and plant our feet on solid ground. Only by so doing will we have the courage 
and the foundation to work fruitfully. 


To enhance the revolutionary spirit and work fruitfully, we must be skillful 
in planting our feet in our particular areas and envisioning the overall si- 
tuation. Only by thoroughly grasping the directives of the Party Central Com- 
mittee and the practical conditions of the particular prefectures, counties 
and units will we work creatively. In terms of a department, we must be able 
to integrate the work of the department with the general goal of the overall 
situation. Only when there is progress in the overall situation will the work 
of the department produce result. In enlivening rural economy, for instance, 
"adding glory to the party; seeking benefit for the people" is a goal of an 
overall nature. When working for the realization of the general goal, the 
department must make concrete requirements. Today, there is the tendency to 
stress only the tasks of the department and give no attention to the general 
goal. There is also another tendency: When there is a problem, instead of 
taking the responsibility and solving it, the department shifts it to the 
party committee of the higher level. As a result, the energy of the leader- 
ship is diverted, and there is no coordination between the top and the bottom 
and between the left and the right, making it impossible to concentrate the 
strengths of everyone on the general goal. When the overall situation is not 
improved, the work of all sides becomes passive. 


To enhance the revolutionary spirit and work fruitfully, we .ust integrate a 
high sense of political responsibility with a strict system of personal res- 
ponsibility. Premier Zhou exhorted us to raise all work to the height of 
principles and link it with the political tasks. Therefore, each and every 
comrade must pay serious attention to his own work post and guard against 
regarding his own job a trifling matter. As aptly expressed in the proverb, 
belittling a task leads to slackness; rash acts conduce to mistakes. If we 
regard the work handed to us by the people with indifference, we will inevi- 
tably fail to require strictly of ourselves, perform work of quality and feel 
responsible to our comrades, thereby accomplishing nothing. Only by feeling 
a high sense of political responsibility and regarding our work as an indis- 
pensable part of the people's cause will we use use our brains, ponder the 
problems with care and perform better work. 
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To enhance the revolutionary spirit and work fruitfully, we must build and 
strengthen the systems of study and werk and the systems to organize life and 
improve the work style, as well as the personal responsibility system, and 
reinforce supervision and inspection, 2> that there is a proper person in 
charge of each task. We must commend and encourage those who firmly implement 
the party's lines and resolutions, whose style is upright and whose work is 
efficient; we must help those whose work shows no pgogress and who are satis- 
fied with things as they are and seek no improvement; we must solemnly criti- 
cize and educate the units and individuals who follow the unhealthy trends, 
refuse to change after repeated education and cause serious losses in their 
work, and even handle them according to party discipline; those delinquent in 
their work must be charged with criminal responsibility. By so doing, we will 
change the abnormal situation where the good fail to receive commendation and 
support while the bad escape criticism and punishnent. 


To enhance the revolutionary spirit and work fruitfully, we must reinforce 
organization and discipline. Lenin advocated the iron discipline of-the . 
army for the party. Our party constitution also stresses specifically that 

the party members must observe party discipline: (1) the individual must obey 
the organization; (2) the minority must obey the majority; (3) the lower level 
must obey the higher level; (4) the party must obey the Party Central Commit- 
tee. Today, some of our party members no longer have a strong sense of organi- 
zation and discipline; they have an incorrect attitude on the organization. 
They only have confidence in their few friends, keep a wary eye on the collec- 
tive leadership of the party committee and the organization, and refuse to 
trust or obey the organization. Inverting the relations between the individual 
and the organization, they want the organization to obey the individual, ins- 
tead of the other way around. When such conduct is criticized by the organiza- 
tion, a few of them not only refuse to accept the criticisms, but complain, 
create trouble and resort to passive resistance. They either make complaints 
everywhere and falsely accuse the good people, or seek out the leaders everyday 
and deliberately make trouble, or claim illness and stay home from work. Is 

it not worthwhile for us to ponder just how much of a Communist Party member 
they are? We must treat them seriously. If the bad are not punished, the 

good will not be protected; if the evil is not combated, the upright will not 
be promoted. 


To enhance the revolutionary spirit and work fruitfully, we must continuously 
summarize the lessons of experience, uphold the truth and correct the mistakes. 
We are now pursuing the four modernization construction. With the ever chang- 
ing conditions and the endless stream of new problems, we cannot rely only on 
the old experiences, old frameworks and old stereotypes. One reason for the 
improvement in the work of many units is because they constantly summarize the 
experiential lesso.s, uphold the truth and correct the mistakes, thereby con- 
tinuously raising the ideological and policy leveis of the broad cadre masses, 
making progresses in their work and producing a thriving situation. That the 
work of some units and counties remains passive is mainly because they rely on 
the old frameworks and old stereotypes. Without a clear picture in their 
minds, they act blindly. When their work is not properly performed, their 
work style deteriorates. 
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To enhance the revolutionary spirit and work fruitfully, we must begin with 
the leaders. The functions of the leaders are, on the one hand, to educate 
the broad cadres in the party's Lines and resolutions and organize the cadres 
to implement them fully and, on the other, to practice what they preach, ins+ 
pire the broad cadres with their own exemplary conduct in implementing the 
party's lines and resolutions and serve as models. The leading comrades must 
be honest and fair towards people and facts, supporting the correct and oppos- 
ing the incorrect. Towards the cadres, they must distinguish clearly between 
the right and wrong, the merits and mistakes, and the awards and punishments. 
The spiritual state and the quality of work of our leading cadres, secretaries, 
directors, bureau chiefs and section chiefs directly affect the morale of the 
broad cadre masses, the prestige of the party among the people and the degree 
of their trust in us. The leading comrades of the various levels and each and 
every party cadre must set an example in implementing the lines and policies 
of the party's Third Plenary Session and the "Guiding Principles," enhancing 
the revolutionary spirit, performing the work properly, making self-criticisms 
and eliminating the negative consequences of the "Great Cultural Revolution." 
The leading comrades must serve as models to the people, examine and assess 
the cadres in practical worn and reinforce the building of the leading teams 
of the various levels. 


Enhancing the revolutionary spirit and working fruitfully are the needs of the 
development of the situation. We must realize that we now have the Party 
Central Committee's firm and correct leadership and that the entire party and 
entire people strongly demand improvement in our work and higher efficiency. 
Today, the socialist construction is thriving more and more. Our cadres must 
all adjust to the demands of the situation, keep pace with it and promote its 
development. It is hoped that each and every comrace will strictly demand of 
himself and raise his consciousness in serving the people heart and soul, that 
he will deeply observe the aspirations of the party and the people and uphold 
the viewpoint and standpoint of serving the party and the people, and that he 
will start with himself, in action and conduct, enhance the revolutionary 
spirit and contribute to a greater unity, prosperity and civilization of the 
people of the whole prefecture, adding glory to the party and seeking benefit 
for the people. 


6080 
cso: 4005/439 


23 











PARTY AND STATE 


LIST OF DEMOCRATIC PARTIES, LEADERS PRINTED 


Beijing BAN YUE TAN in Chinese No 21, 10 Nov 81 p 15 


[Article: "What Democratic Parties and Groups Are There In Our Country?"] 


[Text] Comrade Editor: 


What democratic parties does our nation have at present and who are the leaders? 


Please tell me. 


Comrade Ma Liangai: 


The democratic parties and groups in our nation include: 


Anhui, Ma Liangai. 


The Revolutionary Commit- 


tee of the Guomindang, the China Democratic League, the China Democratic National 
Construction Association, the China Association for Promoting Democracy, the China 
Peasants and Workers Democratic Party, the China Zhi Gong Society, the Jiu San Soci- 


ety, and the Taiwan Democratic Self-Government League. 


groups are: 


Central Revolutionary Committee of the Guomindang 


Acting Chairman Wang Kunlun 


Vice Chairmen 


Zhu Xuefan 

Li Shizhang 
Zheng Dongguo 
Wu Maosun 


[3769 2492 0178] 


[0491 2431] 

[2612 1331 5400] 
[2621 0013 3864] 
[6774 3159 0948) 
[0702 5399 5549] 


Central Committee of the China Democratic League 


Chairman 


Vice Chairmen 


Shi Liang (f) 


Su Buging 

Peng Dixian 
Li Wenyi (f£) 
Fei Xiaotong 


[0670 5328] 


[5170 1937 0037] 
[5685 2975 7230] 
[1756 6611 0341] 
[2621 2429 1355] 
[6316 1321 6639] 
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Qu Wu 
Pei Changhui 


[1448 
[5952 


Chian Changzhao [6929 


Gan Cisen 
Gu Yibin 


Chu Tunan 
Hua Luogeng 
Sa Kongliang 


[3927 
[6328 


[2806 
[5478 
[5646 


The leaders of each of these 


2976) 

2490 2585] 
2490 3564] 
4379 2773] 
0076 2430) 


0956 0589] 
5012 1649] 
4500 0055] 











Central Committee of the China Democratic National Construction Association 


Comm. Director 


Deputy Directors 


Hu Juewen {5170 0628 
Hu Ziang {5170 1311 
Sun Qimeng [1327 6386 
Sun Xiaocun {1327 2556 
Tong Shaosheng [4547 1421 
Wang Guangying [3769 0342 
Wu Zhichao [0702 1807 


2429] 


2491] 
1322] 
2625] 
3932) 
5391] 
6389] 


Central Committee of the China Association for Promoting Democracy 


Chairman 


Vice Chairmen 


Central Committee of the China Peasants 


Chairman 


Vice Chairmen 


Zhou Jianren [0719 1696 
Ye Shengtao [0673 5110 
Zhao Puchu {6392 2613 
Lei Jieqiong (f) [7191 3381 
Xie Bingxin (f) [6200 0393 
Wu Ruoan (f) [0702 5387 


Central Committee of the Zhi Gong Party 


Chairman 


Vice Chairmen 


Ji Fang [1323 2455] 
Zhou Gucheng [0719 6253 
Liu Shuxun [0491 2885 
Xu Binru [1776 1755 
Huang Dingchen [7806 7844 
Wu Juetian [0124 6030 


Central Committee of the Jiu San Society 


Chairman 


Vice Chairmen 


General Board of 
Chairman 


Vice Chairmen 


9795 


CSO: 4005/358 


Xu Deheng [6079 1795 
Zhou Peiyuan {0719 1014 
Mao Yisheng {5403 0110 
Jin Shanbao [6855 0810 
Wang Zhuqi [3769 4554 
Sun Chengpei [1329 2110 


Directors of the Taiwan Democratic 


Cai Xiao [5591 0876] 
Li Chunqing [2621 4783 
Tian Fuda [3944 1381 
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0086] 


7118] 
0443] 
8825] 
1800] 
1344] 


and Workers 


1004] 
8113] 
1172) 


5256] 


1131] 


3801} 


3213] 
0581] 
1405] 
3305] 
0160] 


7230) 
6671] 


Xu Dixin [6079 3321 2450] 
Guo Dihuo [6753 2769 3172] 
Zhou Shiguan [0719 1102 6034] 
Pu Jiexiu (f) [3184 3381 0208] 
Tang Yuanbing [3282 0337 3521] 
Xu Boxin [1776 0130 2500] 
Wu Yifang (f) [0702 6318 5364] 
Democratic Party 

Shen Qizhen [3088 0366 7201] 
Yan Xinmin [0917 0207 3046} 
Ye Jiequan [0673 2720 3123] 
Wu Chan [0124 4407] 

Pan Shu [3382 5486] 

Yan Jici [0917 3444 1964] 
Lu Yudao [415 0060 6670) 
Ke Zhao [2688 0664] 


Self-Government League 


Su Ziheng [5685 1311 5683] 


Editor 











PARTY AND STATE 


IDEOLOGICAL, POLITICAL WORK FOR WHOLE PARTY EMPHASIZED 
Harbin FENDOU [STRUGGLE] in Chinese No 1l, 10 Nov 81 pp 2-4 


[Commentary by special commentator: "The Whole Party Must Pay Attention to 
Ideological and Political Work"] 


[Text] Our Chinese Communist Party has acquired its fortune by relying on 
ideological and political work. In the old days, when the Chinese proletariat 
and the CCP came into being on the soil of the motherland, they had nothing. 

The reason why we have what we have today is all because we have relied on 
ideological and political work. The party was built on the basis of our 
ideological and political work, the revolutionary ranks were trained on the basis 
of our ideological and political work, the masses of the people were mobilized on 
the basis of our ideological and political work, and the development of the 
revolution and of our enterprises of construction was achieved on the basis of our 
ideological and political work. It may be said that ideological and political 
work has played the enlightening, educating, stimulating, and guiding role in 
every victory we have achieved in our revolution and in every success we have 
attained in our undertakings. 


Since we have traversed our road in this manner, we should, rationally speaking, 
always have stressed ideological and political work and insisted tirelessly on 
doing our ideological and political work well. But as a matter of fact, this is 
not exactly the case. Just as we are proceeding with our large-scale return to 
order from disorder and carrying out our formidable construction of socialist 
modernization, and therefore are urgently in need of strengthening our ideological 
and political work, some of our comrades and party organizations somehow have 
chosen to overlook this particular task, or they pay lipservice to stressing it 

but actually refrain from stressing it. Especially after the Third Plenary Session 
of the llth Party Central Committee, the party stopped using the slogan "Take 
class struggle as the key link," shifted the focus of the party's work to the 
construction of modernization with economic construction as its core, stressed 

the four modernjzations as the greatest politics, stressed running things according 
to economic laws, stressed the principle of material benefits, and managed the 
economy by economic means: all this has been correct from the very beginning. 

But some comrades have lacked a correct understanding of such propositions and 
therefore have developed various blurred perceptions about our ideological and 
political work. 
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Some people say that politics is a class struggle between various classes; today, 
[they say,] the exploitive classes no longer exist as classes, class struggle no 
longer is to be taken as the key link, and therefore we can stop our ideological 
and political work. This is a misunderstanding. Marx indeed said that politics is 
a struggle between various classes, but Marx also stated that politics is the 
concentrated manifestation of economics. Both of these principles are correct, 
but the latter principle has a more universal nature. A class' fundamental 
economic interests, when concentrated, always sanifest themselves in politics. 
Under different social conditions, they also are manifest in different substances 
and forms. In a class society, a class’ economic interests concentrate‘ly manifest 
themselves as a struggle between various classes in politics. In the transition 
from new democracy to socialism in our country, the political concentration of 

the fundamental economic interests of the proletariat and the toiling people also 
manifested themselves in the struggle between various classes. After the 
exploitive classes were eliminated, the political concentration of the fundamental 
economic interests of the proletariat and the toiling people no longer manifested 
themselves mainly in class struggle but manifested themselves mainly in the correct 
handling of contradictions among the people and the concentration of our strength 
in developing our social productive forces. Our ideological and political work 
prior to this consisted mainly of educating comrades within and outside the party 
according to the Marxist theory on class struggle and the correct strategies and 
tactics for class struggle as determined by the party for various periods, so that 
they would follow the party's line, principles, and policies in correctly carrying 
out class struggle in its various forms and in achieving victories in such class 
struggle. After that, although at the present stage in our country there is still 
class struggle, and it must not be taken lightly, and it still constitutes an 
important ingredient of our ideological and political work, nevertheless class 
Struggle is no longer the principal contradiction in our country, and for this 
reason the realization of socialist modernization has become our most important 
political task. Consequently, the task, substance, and form of our ideological 
and political work have also changed. Our ideological and political work at the 
present stage consists mainly of educating comrades within and outside the party 
according to the Marxist theory on building socialism so that they will follow the 
party's line, principles, and policies in carrying out the construction of our 
socialist modernization. This matter is very clear: stopping to use the slogan 
"Take class struggle as the key link" and shifting the focus of the party's work 
changed only the task, substance, and form of our ideological and political work 
but were never meant to stop the party's ideological and political work. If it 
were stopped, that would in essence be abandoning party leadership. 


Some people think that since the four modernizations constitute the greatest 
politics, it should be all right if we were to stop carrying out our ideological 
and political work. This is confusing political tasks with ideological and 
political work. In all the different stages of the revolution and construction, 
our party has always proposed under different situations different political 
tasks, and it has also carried out different kinds of ideological and political 
work for the realization of such different political tasks. For instance, during 
the period of the democratic revolution, the party's task was to overthrow the 
reactionary rule of the "three mountains," and the party's ideological and 
political work was to mobilize the masses of the people to struggle for the 
realization of this task. During the period of socialist transformation, the 
party's political task was to gradually realize at the same time the socialist 
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transformation of agriculture, handicrafts, and capitalist industry and commerce 
while carrying out socialist industrial construction in a planned way. In order to 
accomplish this task, the party did a great deal of ideological and political work. 
Today, the party's political task is to adhere to the four basic principles and 
gradually build our country into a socialist power with modern agriculture, 

modern industry, modern national defense, and modern science and technology, as 
well as advanced democracy and an advanced civilization. The party's ideological 
and political work consists of facing various ideological problems and practicai 
problems, mobilizing party members and cadres and the masses of the people, 
exerting our revolutionary spirit, and struggling for the gradual realization of 
our socialist modernization. This illustrates that at any given time, our party 

is charged both with a political task and with ideological and political work just / 
because the overthrow of the three mountains, the implementation of the three great 
reforms, or the work on the construction of the four modernizations happened to be 
the greatest politics. Precisely to the contrary, the undertaking of ideological 
and political work was necessary exactly for the sake of realizing the party's 
political task. Every political task needs people to do it; ideological and 
political work is work on people and work on the masses; without mobilizing and 
organizing the masses, realization of the party's political task would be 
inconceivable. 


Some people take implementation of the principle of material benefits as allowing 
material things to take the place of spirit, so that rewards can substitute for 
ideological and political work; [these people] say that, rather than do good 
ideological work, it is better to put rewards in people's hands. This is a case 
of developing one's thinking into the converse because of the idealist point of 
view of considering it possible for ideas to depart from material things and for 
politics to depart from economics, so that money becomes all powerful. To think 
that spirit is all powerful is wrong; to think that money is all powerful is also 
wrong. In working for socialism, we naturally wish to gradually improve the 

level of the people's material life on the basis of developing production, and 

to do a good job of solving the people's clothing, food, housing, and transporta- 
tion problems. Otherwise, it would be unnecessary for us to resort to revolution 
or construction. But solving the people's clothing, food, housing, and transporta- 
tion problems is not necessarily socialism, because socialism requires not only an 
advanced material civilization but also an advanced spiritual civilization. It is 
not socialism if we have only a material civilization and not a spiritual civiliza- 
tion, nor can we successfully build socialism [in this way]. The building of 
socialism and the realization of communism are not things that can be achieved by 
a few generations of people. Those who engage in such a lofty cause mst have 
far-reaching ideals, communist ideas, and lofty moral sentiments. If, in the 
absence of such consciousness, everybody is busy only for his immediate interests, 
whence would come socialism and communism? Without the full development of 
socialist enterprises, individual interests cannot be fully realized. We 
acknowledge that man's given ideas cannot depart from given material conditions. 
But we should also see that under similar material conditions, because people's 
ideological conditions are different their degrees of consciousness are different, 
the situations with regard to people's labor, work, study, and life in general 

are also considerably different. In some cases, even people [who enjoy] good 
living conditions somehow turn to illegal and criminal conduct and as a result 
endanger social order, whereas in other cases people whose living conditions are 


28 











not so good can well make contributions to socialism. This shows that materiai 
benefits do not necessarily determine everything. As a matter of fact, even when 
we apply the principle of material benefits, we still need ideological and political 
work as a guarantee before we can do it well. What we speak of as the principle 
of material benefits is meant to prompt pecple to realize their ow material 
benefits with a care about the results of their labor; that is to say, material 
rewards are predicated upon the results of their labor. Egalitarian thinking 

and the idea of working according to one's pay do not tally with the principle 

of material benefits, nor can they help implement well the principle of material 
benefits. Furthermore, this principle does not just suggest individual material 
benefits; it also stresses the overall interests and long-range interests of the 
masses of the people. A lack of overall thinking and long-range thinking cannot 
correctly help implement the principle of material benefits, either. There have 
been no small number of examples of this: when money is already spent, not only 
is the people's enthusiasm for labor not mobilized and the development of 
production not accelerated, but what is brought about in the end happens to be a 
series of contradictions. This illustrates that if we overlook or relax our 
efforts on behalf of ideological and political work, and if we fail to grasp 
spiritual civilization, our principle of material benefits cannot be implemented 
correctly, let alone can we have any success in building socialism. 


There are still others who put ideological and political work in opposition to 
conducting matcers according to economic laws. Some people say: Nowadays, we have 
come to place less and less emphasis on ideological and political work and more and 
more emphasis on doing things according to economic laws. The first half of the 
statement is a fact, and we should seek improvement. The latter half merits our 
analysis, as we cannot say that we have come to place more and more emphasis on 
doing things according to objective economic laws, and still less that relaxing 
our efforts on behalf of ideological and political work has resulted from conducting 
matters according to objective economic laws. Strengthening our ideological and 
political work and doing things according to objective economic laws not only do 
not contradict each other but actually are consistent with each other. Correct 
leadership should point out the direction for economic development by formulating 
the correct line, principles, and policies according to economic laws. Only by 
following economic laws can ideological and political work become the lifeline of 
our economic work. Here we also need to point out: educating people to learn how 
to do things according to economic laws is a fundamental task and the basic 
ingredient of our ideological and political work. The fundamental task of our 
ideological and political work is to arm all our party members and cadres and 
masses of the people with Marxism-Leninsim and Mao Zedong Thought. Included here 
are the overcoming of the influence of capitalist ideas, ideas of the feudal 
classes, and petty bourgeois ideas with proletarian ideas; the establsihment of 

the ideas of patriotism, socialism, and communism; the establishment of comradely 
relations between people; etc. Included are also the educating of people to 

study dialectical materialism and historical materialsim, the grasping of a 
scientific world view, the perception of objective economic laws, and the study 

of how to do things according to economic laws. Today it is not that we have come 
to know too much about objective economic laws, but that we have not known or 
grasped enough. It is not only that the objective economic laws revealed to us by 
the authors of the Marxist classics have still not been well learned and grasped 

by us, but that many unknown realms and unknown objective laws still await our 
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study and exploration in practice. As for the mistakes we have made in the past, 
one of the important reasons was that we failed to understand objective economic 
laws and failed to do things according te such objective economic laws. The 
party's ideological and political work must profoundly accept this historical 
lesson. 


At present, our country is in a transitional period of carrying forward the cause, 
forging ahead into the future, and returning to order from disorder. At such a 
great turning point of profound historical significance, the people's thinking has 
become particularly lively and also very complicated. Involved here are various 
views about the myriad problems in the 32 years of history since the founding of 
our state, as well as diverse perceptions of the party's line, principles, and 
policies since the Third Plenary Session of the llth Party Central Committee-- 
ideological and theoretical problems as well as political problems, In the case 
of some people, because they have not seriously cleansed "leftist" things from 
their minds, they always look at problems from the point of view of "leftist" 
conventions, suspecting the line of the Third Plenary Session to be "rightist" 

and “biased,” hesitating about carrying out the party's principles and policies, 
and thereby affecting the line of the Third Plenary Session from a “leftist" angle. 
There are also some comrades who are wavering in different degrees with respect 

to the four basic principles, whose bourgeois liberal ideas have raised their 
heads, whose individualism and anarchism have grown somewhat, who have exhibited 

a tendency to deviate from the socialist course and from party leadership, and 

who thereby affect tne line of the Third Plenary Session from a rightist angle. 
"Leftism" and "rightism," in a certain sense, are cause and effect to each other. 
Without overcoming what is "leftist," it is also difficult to overcome what is 
rightist, and without rectifying what is rightist, it is also difficult to overcome 
what is "leftist." Such a situation causes our ideological and political work to 
face a new test. It is a time when our ideological and political work must exert 
its strength, and it is also a time when our ideological and political work can 
prove to be "wonderfully effective." This new situation and these new character- 
istics which confront our ideological and political work require not only that we 
must closely grasp our ideological and political work, but also that we mst 
endeavor to raise the level of our ideological and political work. We must really 
have the ability to distinguish right from wrong and clarify our mddled 
perceptions, and we must also have the solid competence to answer questions and 
solve problems. The "Resolution on Certain Questions in the History of Our Party 
Since the Founding of Our State," passed by the Sixth Plenary Session of the llth 
Party Central Committee, provides a powerful spiritual weapon for the solution of 
the various kinds and forms of ideological and political problems that lie before 
us. Fundamentally speaking, as long as we closely keep in line with realities and 
study and propagate the "Resolution" well, the overwhelming majority of our 
ideological problems can be solved, Therefore, grasping well the work of studying 
and propagating the "Resolution" at present is our most fundamental ideological 
and political work and also our most effective ideological and political work. 

Our gains over 3 months of study have proved this point. But the way we look at 
our work of studying and propagating the "Resolution," in the main, is not for the 
purpose of seeing how many people have listened to our transmission and have parti- 
cipated in our study, but for the purpose of seeing whether we can unify the 
perceptions of the overwhelming majority of people under the "Resolution" and 
whether such study and propagation can be reduced to having an effect on our 
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various work projects with production as their core. We should continue to guide 
our work of studying and propagating the "Resolution" to a greater depth according 
to these requirements. 


The key to strengthening our ideological and political work lies in improving the 
understanding of our ideological and political work on the part of our party 
Organizations at various levels, so that they genuinely put ideological and 
political work in the first place of importance. Party organizations at various 
levels must of course look into economic work and strengthen their leadership in 
such economic work. But the party's leadership over economic work is different 

from that of the administrative departments and economic departments; it is mainly 
ideological leadership and political leadership, and it is leadership over principle 
principles and policies. Its role of leadership is first of all reflected in 
handling the work on people well--that is, in the work on the party, on cadres, 

and on the masses, and through them in the fine accomplishment of various economic 
tasks through the implementation of the party's line, principles, and policies. 
Strengthening ideological and political work is one of the major points in 
strengthening our party leadership. When our ideological and political work is 
strengthened, the role of our party leadership also becomes strengthened. Stressing 
the strengthening of our party leadership apart from ideological and political work 
means either a lack of real strengthening or a failure to strengthen it on relevant 
points. As we enter the new historical era and our ideological and political work 
encounters new problems, it is bound to develop many new characteristics in terms 

of objects, contents, forms, and methods. The consequences emanating from the 
"Cultural Revolution" in particular have brought about many difficulties for our 
ideological and political work. This situation also requires that our party 
committees strengthen their leadership so that they not only must regularly look 
into such ideological and political work but also must personally undertake and 
personally sum up a set of rhythmic experiences and thereby strengthen their 
concrete guidance over such ideological and political work in order to break through 
the difficult threshold of our idewlogical and political work. During the past 

few years the Party Central Committee and the provincial party committees 

have repeatedly grasped ideological and political work, have personally engaged 

in ideological work, and thereby ‘ave set examples for our party organizations at 
various levels. Under the leade ship of our Party Central Committee and the 
provincial party committees, we sust make a go of our ideological and political work 
in order to enable it to play great role, as it did during the periods of our 
democratic revolution and socialist revolution. 


9255 
cso: 4005/411 
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PARTY AND STATE 


DISCUSSION OF NEED FOR IDEOLOGICAL, POLITICAL WORK 
Harbin FENDOU [STRUGGLE] in Chinese No 12, 10 Dec 81 pp 2-3 


[Article: "Strengthen Ideological and Political Work. Encourage Revolutionary 
Spirit"] 


[Text] How to undergo effective ideological political work that will cause revo- 
lutionary spirit to be encouraged in the vast number of cadres and broad masses, 
to go all out and unite as one, to push the national economy forward, to push 
spiritual civilization forward--this is a great task that has been put before 
party committees at all levels. 


This emphasis on increasing ideological and political work to encourage revolu- 
tionary spirit is what has been put forth in light of present ideological condi- 
tions inside and outside the party. Since the Third Plenum of the llth Party 
Central Committee, the party's line, guiding principles and policies have been 
clear-cut, and there have been major policies, rules, and regulations in our eco- 
nomic work and in other areas. The present problems are such that they demand 

we earnestly implement the encouragement of enthusiasm and solidly do the work 
well. However, there are now a considerable number of people whose ideology is 
still far from being suitable to the needs of developing circumstances. Courage 
has not been mustered and spirits have not been bestirred. Some of them do not 
feel interested in politics and study, and some are even disgusted with such 
things. Some are ambiguous in the face of great rights and wrongs and are uncer- 
tain of keeping up the struggle. Some of the work is sluggish and careless, as 
the Buddhist monk marks time day after day. Some will is waning, nothing at- 
tempted nothing accomplished, and there is even passive pessimism. There are 
still some who only act as observers and commentators, being overcritical, using 
freezing irony and burning satire, etc. Viewed objectively, the causes giving 
rise to unbestirred spirit are the sequalae of past leftist mistakes in guiding 
ideology and the severe destruction by Lin Biao and the "Gang of Four." Viewed 
subjectively, it is mainly that the great goal has been lost in the minds of these 
comrades. All day long they are petty and scheming, wallowing among all sorts of 
worries of individual gain and loss. This state of affairs of uninspired spirit 


is the hotbed which the bourgeoisie liberalization tide depends upon for existence, 


and is a major reason for the slack, feeble state of affairs emerging in the lead- 
ership. If this situation remains unchanged, then the leadership cannot be 
strengthened and the bourgeoisie liberalization tide cannot be resisted. So, 
this encouraging of people's revolutionary spirit is the most important problem 
that the present ideological political work must solve. 
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To encourage revolutionary spirit, people's confidence must be heightened above 
all. The uninspired spirit of some people is manifested in the lack of confidence 
in the party leadership, party line and the great future-of the socialist enter- 
prise. They believe the great goal to be unreliable, only seeking profit for 
selfish interest. If this problem remains unsolved, it is bound to affect the 
implementation of the party's line, principles and policies. The fundamental de- 
mand of our party regarding ideological political work is that confidence and 
strength must be regularly given to people. We must do major work to boost mo- 
rale, educate the cadres and masses to foster revolutionary ideals and keep in 
mind the great goal, and we must exert ourselves in the struggle to build China 
into a highly democratic, highly civilized, powerful modernized socialist country. 


In order to heighten people's confidence, we must also increase the education of 
circumstances and tasks. Since the party's Third Plenum of the llth Party Central 
Committee, fundamental changes have occurred in the state of affairs of the party 
and state of affairs of all levels of leading groups, and the fine tradition of 

the party's seeking truth from facts strikes root in the hearts of the people day 
by day. There have been very large developments in agricultural, industrial and 
all enterprises. Society is relatively stable, markets are relatively brisk, 

there have been improvements in the lives of the people, and so on and so forth. 
These are all things we can see, things we can touch, and things we can experience 
firsthand. Naturally, there are quite a few problems and difficulties still exist- 
ing in our work, but this is something that can be totally overcome. Moreover, 
some have already been overcome and some are now in the midst of being overcome. 

We must counter the ideological problems of different targets, state reasons clear- 
ly, point out the way, and therefore strengthen people's trust in the party central 
committee, strengthen trust in the socialist enterprise that is bound to be vic- 
torious, and heighten the awareness of implementing the party's line, guiding prin- 
ciples and policies since the Third Plenum of the llth Party Central Committee. 


To encourage revolutionary spirit, the practice of study must be energetically 
encouraged. That the spirit of some cadres is not bestirred is still due to a 
lack of a correct understanding and summary of this 32-year history since the 
founding of the People's Republic. While purifying leftist errors, some correct 
things were also negated. For example, after the crimes of Lin Biao and the "Gang 
of Four's" distorting and falsifying Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought were 
repudiated, there were people who mistakenly believed that Marxism-Leninism-Mao 
Zedong Thought was not efficacious, resulting in their being weary and cooly in- 
different towards politics and study. After the "Theory of Spiritual Omnipotence”" 
of Lin Biao and the "Gang of Four" was repudiated, there were people who mistaken- 
ly believed that there would be no spiritual reaction, resulting in the relaxation 
of ideological political work. After that past bogus, boastful and empty talk was 
repudiated, there were people who mistakenly believed that it was not necessary 

to reemphasize the encouragement of enthusiasm, resulting in a relaxation of propa- 
ganda and agitation work, and so on and so forth. There were also some comrades 
in whom there emerged some grumbling, hesitation and fear of difficulty due to 
their lacking a totally correct understanding of the party's line, guiding prin- 
ciples and policies since the Third Plenum of the llth Party Central Committee. 
And there are still some comrades who, due to incorrect ideological methods, can- 
not distinguish primary and secondary aspects and essence and appearance, and who 
view problems as easily one-sided, going to extremes and absolutifying. This is 
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an important reason for some people's lack of confidence, so much so that they are 
influenced by liberalization trends. All of these problems require that we solve 
them through ideological political work and increased study. The "Resolution" 
passed by the party's Third Plenary Session of the 1lth Party Central Committee, 
which made a scientific conclusion regarding certain historical problems since 

the founding of the People's Republic, and which, from the party's guiding ideol- 
ogy, completed the historical task of setting to rights things which had been 
thrown into disorder, is a powerful weapon for our unifying ideology and encourag- 
ing revolutionary spirit. Therefore, we must seriously study deeply the "Resolu- 
tion" and relevant documents of the party central committee, integrate our own 
ideological practice with work practice, correctly summarize the morals of experi- 
ence, truly seek the unity of everyone's ideology with the basic conclusions of 
the "Resolution," and truly put into action the results of study. The study of 
the "Resolution" must be combined with the study of Marxist political theory. The 
political economy of Marxism is the theoretical foundation on which the central 
committee lays down the political line. Only by earnestly studying Marxist eco- 
nomic theory can there be understanding and grasping of economic laws, a deepening 
of the comprehension of the party's line, guiding principles and policies since 
the Third Plenum of the llth Party Central Committee, and a heightened awareness 
of implementation. We must also earnestly study Marxist philosophy and stress the 
study of the philosophical writings of Comrade Mao Zedong in particular. Because 
Comrade Mao Zedong's philosophical ideology emerged and developed in the process 
of applying the fundamental tenets of Marxist philosophy in solving the problems 
of China's revolution and construction, it was a development and concrete applica- 
tion of Marxist philosophy, and it made important new contributions to the treasure- 
house of Marxist philosophy. We feel a closeness and an ease of understanding when 
we study it. The study of philosophical works and the use of the methodology and 
world-view of dialectical materialism and historical materialism arms our minds, 
and we can thus correct our ideological line and master looking at problems all- 
sidedly and historically to guide correctly our actions. Only by doing well the 
few aforementioned aspects of study can there fundamentally be a rise in our ideo- 
logical level and policy level, and only by encouraging revolutionary spirit can 
there be a foundation. 


Criticism and self-criticism must be launched to encourage revolutionary spirit. 
Criticism and self-criticism are the fine traditional ways of our party, and are 
the principal methods of increasing ideological political work for overcoming the 
slack, feeble state of affairs and encouraging revolutionary spirit. At present, 
the reason why criticism and self-criticism can't be very well launched is mainly 
due to the vulgar "relativity" that is still very much in vogue among some conm- 
rades. Lower levels don't dare criticize upper levels, being obsequious and 
catering to tastes; upper levels don't dare criticize lower levels, being exces- 
sively overaccommodating and letting things drift; among the same levels is mutual 
non-offensiveness, living in peace with one another. The “good old folk" who gain 
advantage from both sides are often put into important positions, and the comrades 
who stick to principles and have the courage to criticize and struggle suffer re- 
proaches and attacks. This vulgar "relativity" serves the abominable function of 
corroding the body of the party, destroying relations between the party and the 
masses, slackening and disintegrating fighting will and fostering socially harmful 
atmospheres. To change this situation, we must at first start with leading cadres 


34 











using their own exemplary behavior to guide criticism and self-criticism onto a 
normal path. Leading comrades at all levels should have a clear-cut sense of 

right and wrong, praise what deserves to be praised, criticize what deserves to 

be criticized, and should not say you're fine, I'm fine, everyone's fine. Regard- 
ing all kinds of erroneous trends, particularly that social trend of bourgeoisie 
liberalization, principles must be adhered to even more, and serious, correct 
criticisms and needed, appropriate struggles must be conducted. If not so, healthy 
trends will not emerge, unhealthy trends will not be kept under control, the leader- 
ship cannot rectify the slack, feeble state of affairs, people's spirits will not 
be bestirred, and our enterprise will not push forward. 


To encourage revolutionary spirit, the spirit of doing hard, solid work must be 
encouraged. The encouraged revolutionary spirit that we speak of is certainly 

not engaging in that past bogus, boastful, and empty talk, but is the demand that 
we speak the truth, encourage genuine enthusiasm, handle real affairs, earnestly 
aud dependably do real work, conscientiously solve real problems, and do all we 
can to achieve success. To establish as quickly as possible a powerful modernized 
scciaiist country--this is the urgent wish of people throughout the country. But 
if we want this wish to become a reality, a Marxist line and a whole set of cor- 
rect guiding principles and policies are needed. This is the most important con- 
dition. Since the party's Third Plenum of the llth Party Central Committee this 
condition has already been met. Now, what is needed most is that each person, 
each CCP member and each party cadre display a hard--work spirit, indulge less in 
idle talk and do more real work, starting with every little bit, starting with 

the self, and starting now to use practical actions to make more contributions 

to the nation. All levels of leading cadres must go deeply among the masses, 
strengthen inquiries and research, earnestly summarize experiences, solve one 
problem after another and handle one affair after another. They must particular- 
ly pay attention to the increasing research of new situations, the solving of new 
problems, the search for new methods and the making of new breakthroughs. So long 
as all of our CCP members and party cadres encourage revolutionary spirit and take 
the lead in doing hard, solid work, the broad masses will then willingly and glad- 
ly struggle together with us, and our great goal will certainly be able to be 
achieved. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


OLD TRADITIONS OF IDEOLOGICAL, POLITICAL WORK REVIEWED 
Hangzhou ZHEJIANG RIBAO in Chinese 21 Dec 81 p 4 
[Article by Jiang Ming [3068 2494]: "Treasure Our Excellent Traditions" ] 


[Text] I often hear some comrades in charge of ideological and political work say 
fretfully: “It is really very difficult to get ideological and ;olitical work done 
well these days, since old approaches have been invalidated and new ones remain un- 
available." This is a very popular allegation of our time. True, some of our com- 
rades now face a series of new contradictions and new problems with a fretful atti- 
tude of indicating that the situation is hopeless. Other comrades even face mis- 
takes with an attitude of appeasement, thus introducing to the ideological front a 
spectacle of weakness and disarray. This is a matter of concern that deserves our 
discussion. 


The term "old approaches” here refers to measures used in the past, which in my 
opinion should be thoroughly analyzed. Such old approaches may also refer to such 
leftist trash as ‘use mass criticism as a starting point," "make revolution in the 
depths of our souis"™ and other slogans that appeared during the 10-year civil 
strife--slogans bent on putting political ladels on people and punishing them with 
sticks. If that is the case, they should be banned. But no one can cite this as 
a reason to ban all old approaches. During the prolonged revolutionary practice, 
our party had at its disposal a whole series of excellert traditions and experi- 
ences in ideological work--notably, instructions on presenting facts and reasoning 
things out, on keeping watch over the most advanced and the most backward so as to 
bring along the majority in the middle category, on using commendations as the key 
link and letting models act as guides, and on recalling the past and contrasting 
it with the present and recalling one's bitter past and contrasting it with his 
present happy life. These old approaches are valid not only for today but for the 
future as well. Some people have called such approaches "regular weapons" for 
ideological work which cannot be abandoned. This is true. In recalling the past 
and contrasting it with the present, I feel that during the war of liberation, the 
ideological education movement in the army--a movement widely emphasizing "two 
recollections and three investigations"--proved instrumental in helping the entire 
party raise its political consciousness, in insp/ cing the entire army to boost its 
morale, in strengthening militant unity among the people, and in winning victory 
over the enemy. The nationwide education campaign to recall our bitter past and 
contrast it with our present happiness, launched by us during the 1950's and the 
early 1960's, was also concluded with remarkable success as a great step forward 
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in inspiring the people to love the party, the country, and socialism. During the 
"three-love" education movement launched earlier, some of our units made efforts 

to recall their past and contrast it with their present life, and to figure out 

the difference between the old and new societies and between socialism and capital- 
ism. The result was a remarkable success in inspiring the people to generate 
greater enthusiasm for cherishing the party, the motherland, and socialism. This 
proves that some old approaches which were workable in the past remain valid not 
only for today but for the future as well. 


Today, the problem is not that all the old approaches are now out of fashion, as 
some comrades have contended, but that those [comrades] are no longer interested in 
using them. I understand that some have even denounced or discarded them, alleging 
that "a key from the 1950's cannot be used to unlock the door to the secrets of the 
1980's."" They have made a terrible mistake by interpreting old approaches as some- 
thing which should be put on a par with leftist trash. 


True, with the situation continuing to develop and the targets of ideological work 
undergoing changes, we cannot simply copy in a mechanical fashion those old ap- 
proaches that we developed in the past. As “regular weapons" for our ideological 
work, they should be "renovated." In cther words, new approaches capable of meet- 
ing new challenges should be invented. But where will such new measures come from? 
Since we cannot conjure them up behind closed doors, we must study the actual situa- 
tion as a basis for developing the excellent tradition that our party has inherited 
and the excellent experiences that it has accumulated in ideological work. Only in 
this way can we lend new substance and new forms to old approaches. At present, 
some well-known new measures in this connection have come into being. Among them 
are coordinating between the implementation of political work and that of economic 
work, and seeking simultaneous solutions for ideological and practical problems. 
These are actually a continuation and development of our old tradition of ideolog- 
ical work. If all of our old approaches in this connection are abandoned before 
new ones are available, how can we expect to do good ideoiogical and political work 
during this new historical period? 


In short, at this new turning point in history, we must strengthen political and 
ideolc.'cal work. In doing so, we first must treasure and carry forward our par- 
ty's excellent tradition, and use it as a basis for making our ideological work 
more capable of meeting scientific standards and more powerful than ever. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


METHODS OF CRITICISM THAT LEAD TO UNITY ENUMERATED 
Nanjing XINHUA RIBAO in Chinese 3 Dec 81 p 3 


[Article by Qian Xiaohua [6929 1321 5478]: "Criticism Must Be Conducted in a Way 
That Serves Its Purpose"] 


[Text] In practicing criticism and self-criticism against mistakes, we must first 
devote ourselves to distinguishing what is right from what is wrong. Then we must 
have good formulas or methods that will lead us to achieve the objective of dis- 
tinguishing right from wrong. Among the effective formulas or methods that have 
been verified by practice in criticism and that have produced good results are ex- 
changes of views between individuals, the organization of small teams of mutual 
assistance, criticism that has taken place at rallies, criticism that emphasizes 
the presentation of facts, persuasion and reasoning, and analysis designed to di- 
vide one into two. 


Today, an unhealthy trend has developed to the extent that critics and the accused 
often turn their sessions into confrontations. This tendency to emphasize one- 
sided views rather than opinions expressed by the other side has hampered the smooth 
development of criticism within the party. A frequent occurrence in the case of 
criticism is that critics prefer to spend more time emphasizing what is right and 
what is wrong and less time devising proper ways to argue their case, while those 
who are accused prefer to overly emphasize whether the methods used by their critics 
are appropriate, rather than whether the criticism they have received is justified. 
This confrontation between these two categories of biased views often culminates 

in a showdown or deadlock. Criticism conducted !n this way is fruitless. 


In practicing criticism and self-criticism, we must first get a clear idea of what 
is right and what is wrong. It is wrong to overly emphasize formulas or methods 
instead of matters of substance in the process of criticism. Criticism must be 
conducted in a way that can serve its aim and purpose, which are decisive factors 
in the process of criticism. But if we want criticism to produce the best results, 
we must come up with the best formulas or methods that can facilitate the develop- 
ment of criticism. The mere adoption of inappropriate formulas or methods may lead 
criticism to move in the opposite direction to our original wishes, may sharpen 
contradictions, and may cause criticism to end in a hopeless mess. For this rea- 
son, formulas or methods are by no means insignificant to the process of criticism. 
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I suggest that criticism be conducted in a way that is consistent with its purpose 
and will produce results which live up to our expectations. In this connection, 

we must not only have criteria for distinguishing right from wrong but must also 
emphasize method. But what should we do if we face dissenting views in the process 
of developing criticism? Should we give up and reject criticism? Or should we 
place strict demands on ourselves so that we can work together to bring the process 
of criticism and self-criticism to a successful conclusion? Clearly, we must say 
yes.to the last question. From the position of critics, we must uphold principie, 
emphasize method, and conduct criticism in a cordial, earnest, and friendly manner. 
From the position of the accused, we must take note of whether the criticism we 
have received from others is justified and is helpful to us, rather than choose to 
nitpick about the formulas or methods that have been used. Certain criticism we 
receive from others may not be consistent with the facts. Even if that is the 
case, we must listen to it with a humble mind or with explanations if necessary, 

or with an attitude of "correcting mistakes if we have committed them and guarding 
against them if we have not." Remember that both the critics and the accused are 
revolutionary comrades. They should consider mistakes their common “enemy.” As 
long as both sides bear their common cause in mind, they can easily find a common 
ideological ground from which to distinguish what is right from what is wrong, to 
sum up their lessons, and to unify comrades. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


LITERARY WORKS THAT HAVE IMPACT ON YOUTHS REVIEWED 
Beijing RENMIN RIBAO in Chinese 18 Dec 81 p 8 
[Article by Mou Qun [4924 6746]: "Reading and Successful Career"] 


[Text] Upon entering the Xisi Xinhua Bookstore in Beijing, one will see four big 
Chinese characters reading "Wish You Success" posted behind the window glass to 

greet him. Naturally, this stimulates my interest in tracing many cases of personal 
success and social progress to reading and in discussing them in detail. 


Books are food that nourishes the human spirit. "A life without books is like a 
world without sunlight; a bright mind without books is like a bird with its wings 
clipped."' Shakespeare contrasted books to sunlight, which is vital to man. There 
is an indivisible link between books and their effect on the social progress made 
by man. As a child, Fang Zhimin loved reading books on Western history, which in- 
spired him to think of becoming another Napoleon. He was also interested in read- 
ing books on Chinese history, which stimulated him to emulate the heroic warrior 
Yue Fei. Later, he became a great champion of communism as a result of his study 
of the “Communist Manifesto," "Das Kapital," and other books, and of his efforts 

to apply them in revolutionary practice. As a youth, Peng Dehuai was interested 

in reading Sima Guang's "Zizhi Tongjian" ["History of Governing"], which inspired 
him to give serious thought for the first time in his life to the responsibility 

a soldier must assume for society. "The battles described by Sima Guang were com- 
pletely pointless and only caused suffering to the people--very much like those 
that were being fought between the militarists in China in my own time. What could 
we do to give purpose to our struggles and bring about permanent changes?" So said 
Peng Dehuai to Edgar Snow. He learned of socialism through the reading of a maga- 
zine called NEW YOUTH. After studying the "Communist Manifesto," an outline of 
"Das Kapital," "A New Conception of Society," and other books, he became interested 
in studying Marxism, which led him to drop his pessimism and to begin to work with 
a new conviction that society could be changed. Through revolutionary practice, 
General Peng became a proletarian wevolutionary respected by the people. Revolu- 
tionary deeds performed by Fang Zhimin, Peng Dehuai, and other comrades prove that 
books full of advanced ideas and healthy knowledge can inspi.ce their readers to 
take the revolutionary road and to rectify their thoughts and behavior; they can 
enlighten, inspire, and teach their readers to work for a bright future, and help 
them acquire additional knowledge and increase their ability to serve the nation's 
development programs. There were examples of this kind in the past. Similar ex- 
amples are certain to emerge in the future. Goethe contrasted his reading of a 
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book to his conversations with many noble friends. In our endeavor to build our 
socialist spiritual civilization, the people must be encouraged to read good books 
and read them selectively. 


There are books which have the effect of smearing human dignity, polluting social 
atmosphere, and corrupting the growth of youths and hampering the development of 
their minds. These are books which were denounced by Lu Xun as trash and rubbish. 
We should never allow bad books to flood our society. The English novelist Field- 
ing said: "Bad books are like bad friends who may do harm to you." In our efforts 
to overcome antagonistic ideologies, special units and specialized personnel must 
conduct a study of certain categories of bad books or teaching materials of a nega- 
tive nature and must consider this a task that needs to be done. There are a large 
number of youths who are too young, too inexperienced, and too unprepared intellec- 
tually to be able to distinguish what is right from what is wsvrg. What they need 
is nutritious spiritual food which can help them to grow in strength. They must be 
encouraged to read good books. But some youths, incapable of distinguishing the 
true from the false, the good from the bad, and the beautiful from the ugly, have 
developed a habit of buying and reading books indiscriminately and believing what 
it is said in such books. They have even taken a step forward to learn to pattern 
their own literary works after such books. Belinsky said: "Bad books usually con- 
vey to you false ideas which will make you more ignorant than ever." Under the in- 
fluence of bad books, some youths have grown more ignorant than ever and have even 
gone astray. This lesson and its consequences are indeed very far-reaching. 


Recently, old novels dealing with monsters, devils, and chivalry, old detective 
stories, and novels dealing with daredevil adventures have gained popularity in our 
society. Their excessive circulation is bound to have a harmful impact on our 
spiritual world, just as a public pest does. Today, many comrades have begun to 
understand that they should assume that difficult responsibility of providing read- 
ers with good spiritual food, and that they should contribute to the training of 
personnel dedicated to national construction. But there are also a few comrades 
who have provided works that cater to the vulgar tastes of certain disenchanted 
readers. In this way, they have converted into a profit-seeking market our impor- 
tant base for conveying good ideas. Should our publishers be encouraged to become 
profit-seeking businessmen or revolutionary publisher-distributors? The alterna- 
tives presented in this question deserve our serious consideration. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


"THREE DON'TS’ CONTRASTED WITH LIBERALISM 
Beijing BAN YUE TAN in Chinese No 17, 10 Sep 81 p 7 


[Article by Zhang Benzhong and Zhao Yu [1728 2609 1813 and 6392 1342]: "'Three 
Don't-ism' Is Not Liberalism" ] 


[Text] Not seizing on people's shortcomings, not putting labels on people, and 

not making brutal attacks against people are referred toas "three don't-ism," which 
is the correct principle for fostering inner-party democracy and people's democracy 
and for correctly dealing with different opinions. Since the Third Plenum of the 
llth Party Central Committee, our party has firmly carried out this principle, ex- 
panded active thinking on the part of the masses, and allowed people to feel com 
fortable speaking their minds, and so a vigorous and vital political situation has 
developed. 


But the understanding of "three don't-ism" on the part of a small number of com- 
rades is very one-sided. They believe that you must tolerate mistaken speech, 
ideas, and actions and that you cannot debate, criticize, or struggle against then, 
because that would be a violation of "three don't-ism." They change "three don't- 
ism" into "three no-ism"--no debate, no criticism, and no struggle--which is lib- 
eralism. Some comrades dare not boldly criticize and struggle against mistaken 
tendencies, causing our political work to neglec¢ principles and to lose its fight- 
ing character. Some comrades take the "three don'ts" to be an “amulet.” They 
speak irresponsibly and even make pronouncetsents that are at odds with the policy 
and spirit of the Party Central Committee. When others offer criticism and help 
to one of these comrades, he says thet everyone is violating the “three don'ts," 
and tries to cover up his own mistakes. 


Actually, "three don't-ism" has nothing in common with liberalism. For example, 

in dealing with comrades who have made mistakes, the attitude of "three don't-ism" 
is: clarify the nature of problems by seeking the truth from facts, but without 
endlessly raising things to the plane of principle and without attaching labels to 
others; uphold the principle “unity--criticism--unity"; adopt an attitude of acting 
for the good of others; and patiently help everyone and permit everyone to make 
mistakes but then correct them. Do not look down on or berate others; do not carry 
out ruthless struggles and merciless beatings. Once one who has committed a mis- 
take is aware of it, has reflected on it and made corrections, and has actually 
demonstrated this, then trust him. Those who are talented can still take on lceader- 
ship work. We should not retain old accounts and seize on old mistakes and never 
let go. 
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Liberalism is just the opposite. It does away with criticism and self-criticism 
and tolerates mistaken ideology and behavior. This attitude is very harmful to the 
Party, the state, the people, and oneself. 


At present, some people believe that “upholding the four basic principles will 
obstruct the liberation of our minds," that “socialism is not like capitalism," 
that “completing the socialist legal system will obstruct socialist democracy," 

and that "Mao Zedong Thought is already obsolete." They even absurdly criticize 
"selfless common good," "first don't fear hardship, secondly don't fear death," and 
other solemn revolutionary slogans. But many comrades fail to criticize and resist 
such mistaken thinking and behavior, and surprisingly some people express sympathy 
and support, giving those with ulterior motives the opportunity to do as they de- 
Sire. It can be seen that if we do not actually and effectively correct "three 
no-ism," it will inevitably influence political stability, the adjustment of the 
national economy and the development of construction of the four modernizations. 


We urge everyone to stop changing “three don't-ism" into liberalism. 
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MILITARY AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


SOVIET COMMENTS ON CHINESE INFANTRY DIVISION OPERATIONS 


Moscow ZARUBEZHNOYE VOYENNOYE OBOZRENIYE in Russian No 7, Jul 81 (signed to press 
8 Jul 81) pp 30 35 


[Article by Col V. Kostin and Lt Col 0. Sidorov: "The Chinese Infantry Division 
in the Attack"] 


[Text] China's military and political leadership, in supporting the aggressive 
aspirations of the United States and other imperialist states in various areas of 
the world, is openly calling for a confrontation with the Soviet Union and the 

other countries of the socialist commonwealth. As was pointed out during the 26th 
party congress, the foreign policy of the Beijing leaders “is as before aimed at 
aggravating the international situation and is closing in on the policy of imperial- 
ism." 


Counting on strength and publicizing the inevitability of war occupy a special 
place in this policy and find their direct manifestation in the building of armed 
forces and in the development of principles for the conduct of military operations. 
Based on the estimate of foreign military specialists, the latter have begun to be 
reviewed in accordance with modern requirements. In particular, the Chinese command 
is adapting to today's conditions several propositions in the theory of a “peoples 
war'' whose basic content is total preparation of the entire country and all the 
population to conduct active military operations. Recognizing the fact that the 
reequipping of the army with more modern systems for conducting military operations 
cannot be carried out in a short time judging from reports in the Chinese press 

- (RENMIN RIBAO, JIEFANGJUN BAO and others), it is increasing requirements on the men's 
individual training and subunit and unit combat training on the whole and is 
indoctrinating servicemen in a spirit of fanaticism and a readiness for mass self- 
sacrifice. Chinese theoreticians think that a war will be long and protracted 

and cannot be fast moving even in the event nuclear missile weapons are used. 


From this point of view, the opinions of the Chinese army command on the nature of 
conducting military operations are interesting. Assuming that a future war will 
become a "people's war under modern conditions", it is primarily counting on well 
equipped and trained regular forces which must wage war against a superior enemy 
both with conventional systems and with the use of nuclear weapons. In this regard, 
the theory of "luring the enemy deep into one's territory" is undergoing several 
changes. Chinese military theoreticians admit the possibility of conducting 
decisive military operations to crush enemy forces. This tactic has been defined 
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by them as an “active defense", that is, a defense organized under conditions of 
an attack by a superior-—- especially in combat systems — enemy and executed with 
the goal of inflicting counter blows and shifting to the offensive. 


Based on foreign press reports and in particular the English book "The Chinese Arnty 
Today", the following propositions form the basis for the organization and conduct 
of an attack: 


—- the destruction of the enemy's men is considered the main goal of an attack; 


-- the high mobility of the forces, their ability to concentrate and disperse 
men and equipment in order to create a decisive superiority over the enemy or 
decrease their vulnerability to his fire power; 


-- the creation of decisive superiority?over the enemy in men and equipment on the 
axis of the main attack (from 3:1 to 10:1); 


—- the concealing of the concept of operations and the deceiving of the enemy with 
respect to one's true intentions. In doing this, it is recommended that the follow- 
ing principles be adhered to: "one objective -- two blows", “four quickly and one 
slowly." The first means the concentration of superior forces in order to inflict 
the main blow on one earlier selected objective, normally a weak spot in the enemy's 
defense,and two or more diversionary blows so as to simplify his encirclement 
breaking up, and destruction in detail. The meaning of the second one boils down 

to the fact that the regrouping, the approach to the enemy, the attack, and the 
exploitation of success and the pursuit of a retreating enemy (the first part of 

the principle) must be executed rapidly and suddenly (only in this case is it 
considered possible to inflict heavy losses on him, cause confusion, and paralyze 
his will and capability for organized resistance); but the preparation for the 
attack must always be conducted where possible in a timely and careful manner; 


-- intensity and continuity in conducting offensive operations in any situation at 
different times of day. It is thought that "powerful fire, a decisive attack and 
a swift pursuit" must be the basic principles of an attack. Surprise and deter- 
mination are regarded as the most important factors in achieving success; 


-- active and purposeful conduct of military troop operations, filled with initia- 
tive, considering terrain conditions and the situation which has taken shape. 
Considerable attent‘on must be paid to the initiative of commanders and to the 
instilling of confidence in victory in the men when organizing for battle; 


--ma‘intenance of centralized control of the troops in any situation and at any time 
of day and of clear coordination between the arms and services and branches of the 
armed forces, between field and local forces and the formations of the people's 
militia. 


Based on these general prop9Ositions, the Chinese command considers -- judging from 
material in this book -- that the attack is the only way to achieve victory. Two 
basic types of maneuver: the envelopment and the frontal attack (or a combination 
of them), can be used during it. 
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The envelopment can be double (part of the forces inflict a diversionary blow against 
the positions of the enemy's main forces with the goal of disorienting him regarding 
the direction of the main attack; then, the main forcesof the attacking troops 
inflict blows on his flanks, dismember him, and destroy the surrounded enemy with 
combined blows) and simple (the blow is inflicted on one of the flanks of the 
defending enemy). 


It is thought that when there is a lack of sufficiently complete information about 
the lay-out of the enemy force's combat formations (weak spots in the defense, un- 
covered gaps between flanks, and so forth have not been discovered),the commander 
decides to make a frontal attack. It is inflicted on a narrow sector of the front 
in order to break through the defense. Subsequently this sector is expanded and 
the attack is exploited in the depths of the defense. 


The Chinese military leadership, considering the present condition of the ground 
forces, is devoting a great deal of attention to practicing close combat, s 
to night military operations, and to the operations of sabotage and reconnaissance 
groups and infiltrated subunits in the enemy's rear. Commanders instil in their sol- 
diers that they have an advantage over the personnel of all other armies in close 
combat. In the opinion of Chinese military specialists, the actions of flanking 
detachments and the infiltration of subunits and even small groups into the rear 
or into the combat formations of the enemy (proceeding from the many years of 
experience in the civil war) will have significant importance during a modern war 
in disorganizing control, supply and fire; in surrounding and destroying enemy 
groupings and objectives; and in achieving victory in a short time and with the 
least losses. 


Proceeding from these basic principles, the Chinese command thinks that the infantry 
division, being the basic tactical large unit of the ground forces, is capable of 
solving offensive combat missions based on its organization* (Figure 1) and 
armament. According to data in H. Nelson's book, "The Chinese Military System", 
about 13,000 men, 32 medium and three light tanks, ten 76/85/100-mm self-propelled 
artillery mounts, 12 122-mm howitzers, 18 76/85/100 mm antitank guns, up to 150 
mortars of various calibers, 54 recoilless guns, 18 107-mm rocket launchers, more 
than 500 RPG, 18 antiaircraft artillery guns, 30 antiaircraft machine gun mounts, 
27 flamethrowers, more than 400 cargo vehicles, and other weapons are numbered in 
its composition. Tank or tank-self-propelled regiments are absent from the organ- 
izational structure of divisions which are intended for operations on terrain which 
is difficult for heavy combat equipment. 


As is pointed out in the book "The Chinese Armed Forces Today", the division can 
operate in the first or second echelon of a corps, be in the reserve of an army, 
or perform a mission on an independent axis. When operating in the first echelon, 
it advances on the axis of the main attack or on a secondary axis. 





“Based on data in the MILITARY BALANCE reference book, an infantry division 
can have in its composition a tank (93 medium tanks) or a tank-self-propelled 
(32 medium and 3 light tanks, 10 self-propelled artillery mounts) regiment. The 
organization of the division with a tank-self-propelled regiment is cited in the 
article. 
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Key: 


1. Division commander 18. Tank-self-propelled 

2. Staff 19. Artillery 

3. Companies 2C. Chemical Defense platoon 

4. Artillery battalions 21. Mortar 

5. Battalions 22. Recoilless gun 

6. Headquarters 23. Machine gun 

7. Security 24. Infantry battalion 

8. Chemical Defense 25. Tank battalion 

9. Reconnaissance 26. Self-propelled artillery battalion 
10. Flame thrower 27. Supply and services subunit 
11. 107-mm rocket launcher 28. Tank companies 
12. Antiaircraft artillery 29. Tank platoons 

13. Signal 30. 122-mm howitzer 
14. Engineer 31. 76/85/100 mm AT guns 
15. Motor Transport 32. 120/160-mm mortars 
16. Regiments 33. Supply and services subunit 


17. Infantry 


The combat mission of a division in the attack is normally determined by the corps 
commander. It is divided into the immediate and subsequent missions. The content 
of the immediate mission of a division attacking on the axis of the corps' main 
attack can be the destruction of the enemy and the seizure of areas of his defenses 
to a depth of up to five kilometers from the forward edge of the battle area [FEBA]; 
the subsequent mission -- the breakthrough of the enemy's defense to a depth of 
10-15 kilometers (Figure 2). 


According to the views of the Chinese command, the width of the division's attack 
zone is determined depending on its role and place in the combat formation of the 
corps, the availability of men and equipment, the expected enemy resistance, and 
the nature and degree of the engineer preparation of the terrain. On the main axis, 
it can reach 8 - 12 kilometers; on a secondary one -- 12-20 kilometers. 


Depending on the mission being performed, the place in the combat formation of the 
corps, the availability of men and equipment, the terrain, and the enemy defenses 
and degree of preparation, the combat formation in the attack is normally organized 
into two or one echelon. 


The infantry regiments of the divison's first echelon can organize their combat 
formation into two and sometimes even into three echelons and attack in a zone 
from two to four kilometers wide. The immediate mission of destroying the enemy 
is assigned to them to a depth of two-three kilometers from the FEBA; and the 
subsequent one -- three to five kilometers. 


When attacking on the main axis, the division can be reinforced with a tank regiment 
Or one-two tank battalions, three-six artillery battalions, an antiaircraft 
artillery battalion, an engineer company, and other subunits. 
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Fig 2. Combat formation of an infantry division in the attack (variant) 


Immediate mission 

Subsequent mission 

Tank regiment (tank battalion) 
reinforcement/ reserve 

Rear services subunits 

3d Infantry Regiment (with a tank- 
self-propelled regiment minus two 
tank companies 

Division artillery group 
Regimental artillery group 


Antiaircraft artillery battalion 

lst Infantry Division 

lst Infantry Regiment 

Infantry battalion 

Infantry battalion with a tank company 
2d Infantry Regiment 

Line for the commitment to battle 

of the second echelon 


Several views of the Chinese command on the employment of organic and attached units 
and subunits during an attack deserve attention. For example, it considers it 
advisable to employ tank or tank-self-propelled regiments at full strength on the 
avenue of the division's main attack or to attach them by battalion (by company or 
by battery) to the infantry regiments for direct support of the attacking troops. 

In the latter case -- as is pointed out in the book "The Chinese War Machine", 

the tank subunits can operate in front of the infantry or in its combat formations. 
In this regard, the Chinese command attaches a lot of significance to combatting 


the enemy's antitank systems. 


It considers that a decrease in tank losses can be 


achieved by clear coordination between the attacking infantry and tank subunits. 
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It is proposed to use the firing systems of the organic and attached artillery 
units and subunits to conduct the artillery preparation. During this period, it 
is stipulated that fire will be concentrated on the axis of the division's main 
attack with its subsequent shift to the depths of the enemy defenses. During the 
attack, they will support by fire the operations of the first echelon regiments. 
During the preparation period for the attack and during the attack, antiaircraft 
artillery subunits perform the mission of covering control points, artillery 
firing positions, and the troops’ combat formations. 


According to data in the book "The Chinese Armed Forces Today", the division can 
shift to the attack from a position of close contact with the enemy or by moving 
up from the rear. It is pointed out in it that the Chinese command regards an 
attack after a move from the rear as the most probable type of modern combat 
operation. In this case, the stipulated concentration of division forces in the 
assembly area, which is located at a distance of up to 40 kilometers or more from 
the FEBA, must be completed 48 hours before the attack begins (time H). During 
the period H-24, the units and subunits of the division's first echelon move to 
the regimental assembly areas for the attack (6-12 kilometers from the line of 
contact of the sides). Then, from H-9 to H-2 the battalions move to their assembly 
areas (1-2 kilometers) where they deploy into combat formations. Following this, 
the first echelon companies move secretly or under cover of artillery fire to the 
attack line which is located at a distance of up to 200 meters from the forward 
edge of the enemy's defenses (Figure 3). During a breakthrough of a prepared 
defense, an artillery preparation 30-40 minutes in duration is usually conducted 
before the attack. During it, the primary troop grouping of the enemy, his 
reserves, and his artillery are suppressed and troop control is disrupted. When 
the subunits arrive at the attack line, the fire of the supporting systems is 
shifted to the depths of the enemy's defenses. 


During the attack, units and subunits of the division's second echelon and reserve 
moye behind the first echelon prepared for commitment to battle to exploit the 
success or solve other tasks which arise unexpectedly. Having carried out the 
immediate mission, the forces of the first echelon ensure the commitment to battle 
of the division's second echelon and jointly carry out the subsequent mission. 
Where possible, it is recommended that the second echelon and the reserves, which 
have been committed to the battle,be reconstructed at the expense of the units 
which had operated in the first echelon. 


In order to ensure high rates of advance (supposedly up to 20 kilometers a day) 
during the breakthrough and during the exploitation of the success in the depths 
of the enemy's defenses, it is planned to use flanking detachments and mobile 
groups created from tank and infantry units, as well as tactical airborne assault 
forces. 


When the assigned tasks have been performed by the division, its units and subunits 
dig in on the line reached in order to take steps to restore combat capabilities 
and coordination or they operate in accordance with the orders of the command. 
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Fig. 3. An infantry division when attacking after moving up 
from the rear (variant) 


Key 
1. Concentration area of the division 
2. Movement and deployment 
3. Regimental assembly area for the attack 
4. Battalion assembly area for the attack 
5. Company assembly area for the attack 
6. Attack. 
7. Combat in the depths and pursuit 
8. Company attack line 
9. Infantry regiment 


10. Infantry battalion 

ll. Infantry battalion, 2d echelon 

12. Infantry company 

13. Infantry company, 2d echelon 

14. Performing the move in regimental columns from the concentration area of the 
division. 
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The propositions on organizing the attack of an infantry division which have been 
examined in the article based on material from foreign military publications 
testify to the intentions of the Chinese command to draw the field training of the 
troops near to the level of conducting military operations under modern conditions. 


COPYRIGHT: ‘"Zarubezhnoye voyennoye obozreniye", 1981 


8802 
CSO: 1801/087 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


REPORT ON SELF-CRITICISM OF POET SUN JINGXUAN 
Remarks to Sichuan Forum 
Chengdu SICHUAN RIBAO in Chinese 11 Nov 81 p 1 


[Article: "The Solemn Self-Criticism of Writer Sun Jingxuan [1327 7234 6513] Is 
Welcomed" ]} 


[Text] Xinhua News Agency reporter Wang Wenjun [3769 2429 0193] reported that the 
publication of the poem "A Ghost Roams Through China" in a periodical provoked 
strong repercussions in society. Readers sent in letters pointing out that this 
work contained serious political mistakes. Recently, at the Sichuan Forum on 
Problems on the Ideological Front, writer Sun Jingxuan sincerely accepted the ob- 
jections of his readers and furthermore seriously and conscientiously engaged in 
self-criticism. 


Sun Jingxuan said that as a writer and artist who has long been nurtured and edu- 
cated by the party, he deeply regretted and felt guilty about writing such a work 
that has harmed the party and the people as well as the socialist cause. He said 
that the principal mistakes in this poem are that it violates the four fundamental 
principles and it advocates and echoes the bourgeois liberalization trend among a 
small minority in society of departing from the socialist path and breaking away 
from the leadership of the party. It has been a bad influence. 


Sun Jingxuan said that his intention in writing this poem was to castigate and ex- 
pose the remnants of feudalistic ideology. However, because of mistakes in his 
position and views and because his methods of viewing problems were incorrect, he 
had blurred the distinctions in certain matters of principle. He had thus devi- 
ated from his own original goal. On the contrary, he damaged the system of social- 
ism and the image of the party and of Comrade Mao Zedong. He said that it was by 
chance that he wrote such an erroneous work, and that various factors were in- 
volved: 1) Some years ago he had suffered injustices and did not correctly deal 
with these problems, so that when engaging in creative work he went to extremes 
and gave way to his feelings of resentment. Complications may occur on the road 
of life and they should be assessed within their full historical and social con- 
text. We should not disregard the whole and overall situation because of one in- 
dividual's trivial grievances. This is a bitter and difficult lesson. 2) He had 
an erroneous attitude toward the basic principle that the literature and art of 
the proletariat must serve society and the people. Moreover, he did not pay 
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attention to studying Marxist-Leninist theory and general and specific party poli- 
cies. 3) He had an inflated opinion of himself and he was arrogant and conceited. 
He was always trying to set the world on fire. 4) Most importantly, he had in the 
past few years become seriously divorced from the masses and from practice. He 
said: "In the past few years I have lived a life divorced from practice and from 
the masses, I have ‘sealed myself off." I have not experienced the vigorous enthu- 
siasm of the masses for the establishment of the four modernizations. I have not 
witnessed the advancing of society. All I have seen is the negative and gloomy 
side of my life. It seems as if I am suffering from what people call a ‘disease 
of mental depression.’ This poem was produced under this mental state." He went 
on to say that the way to correct his mistakes is "to go among the workers, peas- 
ants, soldiers, and masses to remold my thoughts and feelings." 


The participants at the forum gave a warm welcome to Comrade Sun Jingxuan's speech. 
Everyone felt that Comrade Sun Jingxuan's attitude was sincere and that he had 
made a realistic and sound analysis of the reasons for writing this mistaken work. 
His self-criticism was also enlightening to other artists and writers. 


The Sichuan Provincial CCP Committee and the leading comrades of the Provincial 
Cultural Alliance had many heart-to-heart talks with Comrade Sun Jingxuan to help 
him improve his understanding. They pointed out the seriousness of his mistakes, 
analyzed the origins of his mistakes, and encouraged him to move ahead. They also 
created conditions for Sun Jingxuan to go down to the grassroots units and have 
contact with the masses, and they encouraged him to change his thinking and feel- 
ings. The provincial CCP committee specifically pointed out that it is permitted 
fo an individual to make a mistake and to have a temporary misunderstanding. In 
sucii a case, it is necessary to assist him, wait for him and give him the oppor- 
tunity to understand and correct his mistakes. This workstyle of upholding prin- 
ciple, stressing method, and uniting comrades is very effective and widely ac- 
claimed. 


Recently, Sun Jingxuan said while meeting with reporters that he formerly had 
antagonistic feelings toward criticism. Later he realized that his works contain- 
ed mistakes. He felt great pressure and was very discouraged. He was prepared 

to be criticized. He was very moved by the gentle and mild assistance of the 
leadership of the provincial CCP committee and of comrades from the world of lit- 
erature and art. He was also touched by their frankness and sincerity in talking 
with him, as well as by their patient waiting. He said: "The party and comrades 
are truly fine. I feel the warmth of the party and the friendly affection among 
the comrades. I want to correct my mistakes with practical actions in order to 
reverse the harmful influence I have created." 


Sun's Self-Criticism 
Chengdu SICHUAN RIBAO in Chinese 11 Nov 81 p 3 
[Article by Sun Jingxuan [1327 7234 6513]: "A Writer's Mother Is the People"”] 


[Text] Like [other] writers of my generation, the path of my life and my writing 
has been a tortuous and rough one. I have tasted to the full the bitterness of 
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poverty, and I have gone through the test of fire. I have lived together with 
simple and kindhearted peasants from morning to night. I have shared their com 
forts and hardships. Side by side we have lived through unforgettable years of 
hardship. Little by little, however, I have become divorced from the people by 
immersing myself in study, closing myself off, and living a so-called "mental 
existence" of “exploring my inner world." I have suffered setbacks and incrimina- 
tions. I have taken a roundabout course and I have felt unfulfilled, perplexed, 
pessimistic, and disappointed. However, I am still stumbling around trying to 
find my way. Finally, only after the period in which I lived with the workers 
while plunging myself into fiery struggle, was I able to learn through my own ex- 
perience an irrefutable truth. That is: the people, only the people, can be a 
writer's mother. Life, only a life of fiery struggle, can be a writer's cradle. 


In the early summer of this year I spent some time at the construction site at 
Gezhouba. Shortly afterward I went to a village in Sichuan for a few days and 
joined the frontlines to combat the flood and provide disaster relief. Upon my 
return comrades said that my mental attitude had changed. Personally I also felt 
as if my mind had been relieved of a heavy burden. I was full of confidence and 
enthusiasm for living. I had acquired new strength. 


As I went down the Changjiang east to Kuimen and set out on my journey to Gezhouba, 
« quite honestly felt this trip was pointless. I was skeptical and hesitant. I 
still had not emerged from the preoccupied state of self-exploration. I was still 
wallowing in a narrow mental world. I was filled with anxiety, sadness, and vexa- 
tion. On the boat my companions jokingly said: "You face the river and see the 
world with tearful eyes. You have become like the man of Qi who was haunted by 

the fear that the sky might fall." Personally, I just wanted to be an observer 

in Gezhouba. 


As I set foot on the earth of Gezhouba and walked across the construction site 
that was seething with excitement, and as I was surrounded by the tremendous noise 
of blasting and the roar of machines, my eyes suddenly lit up. It was as though 

I had seen another strange new world. I met the female writer Liu Zhenyi [0491 
4176 0001] who said: "Life in Gezhouba is another new sort of life, and the peo- 
ple are people of a new type. It is only necessary to stay awhile for you to fall 
in love with it all." Sure enough, my first evening in Gezhouba left a profound 
and lasting impression. On that evening I returned from the Bureau of Engineer- 
ing to the Yichang urban district. I waited for over an hour but didn't see any 
buses go by. I could not help getting agitated and I started complaining. Two 
young workers started laughing: "You probably are not a native of Gezhouba. 

There are no idle sightseers in Gezhouba, so there are fewer buses here than in 
other cities. Workers get to work by truck." I said nothing. 


It is true, Gezhouba is another realm, another world. Here workers are gathered 
by the thousands and tens of thousands. They are a generation of new people from 
the age of socialism. With a spirit of selflessness they have devoted themselves 
to the great cause of socialist construction. Day and night they engage in in- 
tense and arduous labor. There is an outpouring of enthusiasm from each pair of 
eyes. Each mind radiates intelligence, and every life sparkles with youthful 
splendor. Here there are no idle visitors sitting in taverns and teahouses wav- 
ing palmleaf fans and indulging in loud and empty talk. There are no tourists in 
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strange clothing swaggering through the streets, nor is there any boredom, empti- 
ness, distress, or lamentation. Here the builders deeply love the great project 
of Gezhouba. They all call themselves "the people of Gezhouba" and take pride in 
this. 


During my time in Gezhouba, almost every day I would come across some of this 
generation of new people. They were ordinary and common, yet possessed a noble 
quality. Almost every day I could hear some lively and touching stories of hero- 
ism. I once met a gray-haired leading cadre whose war activities of bygone days 
had left him with a body riddled with sickness. Nevertheless, he gave up an idle 
life of retirement and worked hard every day and every night on the great project 
of Gezhouba. His wife and their grandchildren lived outside Jihuali; yet he rare- 
ly made even one trip home during a 10- to 15-day period. He did not sleep in the 
workshed but rather remained in his office. On one occasion, in order to allow 
him to return to visit his family, several reporters used the pretext of wanting 
to taste his wife's northern boiled dumplings. When the dumplings had just been 
served his grandchild climbed onto the table and asked his grandfather: "Grandpa, 
what have you done wrong? Grandma says we have kicked you out!" The seated re- 
porters could not stop laughing. However, they later became lost in thought with 
great emotion. How many of these kinds of veteran party members and cadres have 
given their all and selflessly sacrificed everything in the great cause of revolu- 
tion and construction! I also came across a former engineer-technician. Owing to 
past misunderstandings, he had been expelled from the party. On one occasion 
others urged him to appeal to Beijing for help, saying that it was a time in which 
policies were being implemented, and that “once you've passed the village you 
can't find an inn." He replied: "I am responsible for the first levee in China's 
Changjiang and the largest ship lock in the world. Under no circumstances can I 
leave it for a minute. Suppose trouble arises at the ship lock; even if I am 
reinstated in the party, wouldn't I just be a CCP member in name only!" In addi- 
tion, I met a deputy engineer of the same type. He is a first-generation college 
student of new China. He was once mistakenly labeled a rightist. He put in more 
than 10 years of physical labor, and today his hair has already turned gray. He 
has a 70-year-old mother living in Tianjin whom he hasn't seen for over 20 years. 
The leadership has urged him to return to Tianjin to see his mother. He said in 
response: “How could I not long to see my mother! I would love to throw myself 
in her arms and let her count the white hairs on my head. However, Gezhouba is 
the first levee of the great Changjiang. It is the largest engineering project 

in new China. The greatest wish of my life has been to devote myself to the 

cause of water irrigation. We must do everything in our power to bring credit 

to the people and win honor for the homeland. Nowadays every second counts; 

where is the time to visit relatives?!" 


It isthis noble quality and ideological level of the people of Gezhouba that in- 
fected me and stirred me, causing my thinking and feelings to undergo a radical 
change. Every evening while I would gaze at that lit expanse of sea at the con- 
struction site and listen to the roar of the machines and the noise of the blasts, 
I'd become so excited I couldn't go to sleep. It was almost as if I had returned 
to the revolutionary war years. My nearly frozen heart once more burst with revo- 
lutionary enthusiasm. 
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The day of 15 June was a day that was particularly unforgettable. When I stood on 
the deck of the steamship Dongfenghong No 51 while we sailed through the world's 
largest ship lock amid the cheers and applause coming from both shores of the 
river, I once again could not restrain my inner excitement. Two streams of hot 
tears poured forth, and I impulsively shouted out: "Ah, China! You are here} 
this is China!" It is true. We built the world's largest ship lock for our home- 
land. We have taken an encouraging step on the road to the four modernizations. 

I feel proud and exultant. At the same time, I also feel profoundly ashamed and 
guilty for having turnea my back on the nurturance of the homeland and the people. 


That is so. I feel ashamed and guilty. After our nation suffered through the 
decade of turmoil, and as we set out with difficulty toward the glorious goal of 
the four modernizations, thousands upon thousands of workers, peasants, and masses 
have immersed themselves in strenuous work and arduous struggle with a devoted 
spirit of selflessness. Day and night they make contributions to socialist con- 
struction, and quite a few have even given their precious lives and I, what have 
I done? As a poet I not only have failed to enthustastically sing the praises of 
Our great age or praise the new generation that has emerged from a life of strug- 
gle. On the contrary, I have wallowed in the "mental wounds" of former days with 
my moaning and groaning. I have blamed everyone but myself, and I have been full 
of grievances.... How could this not lead me to examine my conscience, question 
myself in depth, and engage in serious reflection?! 


It is precisely because of the comparison with the builders of Gezhouba that I 
soberly came to assess myself. I suffered from a guilty conscience toward the 
people which produced a strong desire in me to go among the people, go into life, 
and participate in the fiery struggle. Thereupon, just after I returned from 


Gezhouba, I threw myself in the frontlines to combat the flood and provide disas- 
ter relief. The simple, kindhearted, valiant, and industrious Chinese peasants 
displayed an indomitable, persistent, and fearless spirit of heroism in the face 
of a serious flood disaster, and even though I did not spend all that long with 
the people of the disaster area, I learned a profound lesson from this and it 


left an everlasting impression. 


At the disaster area I visited a small island in the river. On this island there 
was once a beautiful and fertile village. With the surge of the flood crest, how- 
ever, it became a devastated and barren island overnight. The more than 100 resi- 
dents of the island were lucky enough to survive by depending on a lifesaving plat- 
form and a raft. They were utterly destitute and no longer had a thing to their 
name. The local party organization deliberated over how it would be impossible 


for them to live on a barren island, so they planned to disperse them and trans- 
fer them to other brigades. However, they were unwilling to leave, no matter 
what. Not long after the flood, when I arrived on the barren island, I discovered 
that they had already cleared away the silt ard the debris. Section by section 
they were reseeding the land. Even though they lived in small huts made of worn- 
out mats and straw and had no pots or stoves, and even though their living condi- 
tions were extremely difficult, they nevertheless were still full of hope and con- 


fidence in life. I did not hear one word of complaint about their hardship nor 
one sigh of despair. As I was leaving this barren island, a girl 15 or 16 years 
Old repeatedly begged me to report to the county CCP committee to let them remain 
there. She said: "A golden dwelling or a silver dwelling cannot equal the dog- 
house of one's own home. We hate to part with our native land. As long as there 





is soil, there will be food. If there is land, then we can go on living by rely- 
ing on our two hands. We are certainly capable of rebuilding our village. As 
the saying goes, when rain falls from the sky and the ground becomes slippery, 
then you have to pick yourself up from where you fall!" 


"You have to pick yourself up from where you fall!" These words are really valu- 
able and ring true. What backbone, what ambition! How stanch and daring! This 
is the voice of our great nation that has been steeled and strengthened over time. 
This sentence touched my heart and caused a strong surge of emotion. How can I 
remain unaffected? 


Upon my return from Gezhouba and the flood disaster area, I confronted the work- 
ers, peasants, and masses who had conscientiously and diligently immersed them- 
selves in hard work for the socialist revolution and construction. I could not 
avoid serious reflection, nor could I avoid questioning myself in depth and con- 
scientiously examining myself. How could I continue as before, drifting away 
from the life of the people and seeing myself standing on an observation tower of 
history and society while observing life in society through gray-colored glasses? 


At this point I must reexamine my controversial poem, "A Ghost Roams Through 
China," and engage in self-criticism. Because this poem exerted a bad influence 
within the country and abroad after its publication in this year's January issue 
of CHANGAN literary monthly, it gave rise to adverse social effects. 


In the past few years I have continuously given thought to several questions: Why 
is it that we repeatedly propose overcoming the bureaucratic workstyle and the 
mentality of special privileges yet have never been able to do so? During the 
decade of turmoil, why did an exceedingly abnormal situation arise in the polit- 
ical life of our party and nation? Why were Lin Biao and the counterrevolution- 
ary clique of the "gang of four" able to carry out a feudalistic fascist dictator- 
ship and a socialist religious form of fanaticism? How could an "empress" emerge 
in a socialist country in the 1970's? I think all of this is due to the fact that, 
like a ghost, the feudalistic mentality still haunts various spheres. Therefore 

I wrote the poem "A Ghost Roams Through China," intending to expose and castigate 
the remnants of feudalistic thinking in our social life. That I contemplated and 
investigated this matter and made it into a work of literature is above criticism. 
This is one of the tasks of struggle on the ideological front that is repeatedly 
called for by our party. The problem resides in the stands and viewpoints and 

the kinds of thoughts and feelings we should adopt in observing and dealing with 
problems. What kind of conclusions are to be drawn? It is in this matter that 
errors occurred in my work. 


Even though we are a great socialist nation and our socialist system has great 
superiority, nevertheless there still exist imperfections and flaws. There even 
exist the phenomena of passivity and apathy. Like any fine thing in the world, 
it is not perfect or without shortcomings. Our party has never hidden our short- 
comings and mistakes. We have bravely and of our own accord exposed them so as 
to correct them and overcome them. Naturally, a writer should praise the newly 
emerging things in life that are imbued with boundless vitality. He should por- 
tray in art the new people of the age of socialism. Of course he should also 
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expose and castigate the passive and apathetic things in social life. It is here, 
however, that problems of stand, viewpoint, ideology, and feelings occur. As Com- 
rade Deng Yingchao [6772 4481 6389] said, one first and foremost has to be a revo- 
lutionary. If a writer does not consider himself part of the people, and if a 
Writer does not have a deep love for life and for the cause of the party and the 
people and alienates himself from the party and the people, then he will lack a 
sense of social responsibility. He will observe and deal with social life with 
the hypocritical eye of a spectator and with an apathetic mentality. That would 
inevitably result in putting the incidental before the fundamental, not distinguish- 
ing between what is primary and what is secondary, and distorting the intrinsic 
quality and truth of things, thereby producing harmful results. 


In my "A Ghost Roams Through China," the reason things did not turn out as I would 
wish and produced side effects among readers as well as creating a harmful social 
influence is because my stand and viewpoint in considering problems were incor- 
rect. My way of thinking was biased, my sentiments were extreme, and my mental 
state was not sound. As a result, the social function of the "yhost™ was exces- 
sively overstated and exaggerated. It was an inaccurate reflection, and it was 
merely an ideological remnant which is now being opposed by the powerful socialist 
ideology and is gradually being surmounted and eliminated. Because of this work, 
an impression was given to people that feudalism still exists free and unchecked 
in socialist China, and that the party and the people are powerless and without 
recourse. Of course, when writing poetry one often exaggerates. It differs from 
writing theoretical essays in that it is difficult to elaborate on a fairly com 
plicated matter with exact language. Nonetheless, one should have some sense of 
social responsibility toward matters of principle. For example, in our work we 
should clearly distinguish the bureaucratic style of work and the mentality of 
special privileges from the historical system of feudalism. We should differen- 
tiate the personality cult of Lin Biao and the "gang of four," deification move- 
ments, and engaging in feudalistic fascist dictatorship from the mistakes of Chair- 
man Mao in his later years. While criticizing feudalistic mentality we should be 
careful to avoid propagating bourgeois liberalism and individual rights. On no 
account should any of these things be left ambiguous. 


The publication of "A Ghost Roams Through China" did not come about by chance; 
rather it had a specific historical and social context. Once the calamity of the 
decade of unrest had passed, I found I had learned something from that bitter ex- 
perience. In the past several years I have steadily made studies and investiga- 
tions into the misfortunes and suffering that our homeland and people have sus- 
tained and into the complex social phenomena. I have tried to seek lessons from 
the experiences of history, and I have attempted to analyze the historical, social, 
and ideological roots. This of course is beyond reproach. However, investigating 
does not mean indulging in fantasy, and freeing oneself of old ideas is not the 
same thing as letting one's imagination run wild. In understanding and dealing 
with all kinds of historical and social questions, we must use Marxism and Mao 
Zedong Thought as our guiding ideology. If our stand and viewpoint are incorrect 
and our orientation is wrong, we may deviate from the path of socialist ideology 
and slip onto the path of bourgeois liberalization. I have learned a profound 
lesson regarding this matter. 
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For the most part, those of us writers who matured in the 1950's have our own ex- 
periences of misfortune and memories of suffering. We all have some mental wounds 
in varying degrees. It is here that there is a problem as to how to handle them 
correctly. Some comrades realize that one individual's bitter experience should 
be viewed in the full historical and social context. In a revolution there is al~ 
ways a price to be paid. Therefore they are broadminded. They are full of confi- 
dence in life and in the future. There eyes always look toward the future. How- 
ever, there are other comrades who wallow in their narrow mental world. They are 
unable to get rid of their sorrowful memories. They always have that grievance 
and write poetry in a low and melancholy tone. At the construction site in Gezhouba 
there was a worker who loved poetry. He read my poem and citicized it by saying: 
"You write poetry with tears in your eyes; therefore, the tears blur your line of 
vision. You see life through the eyes of the ghost; therefore, everywhere you 
look you see ghosts!" What an exact, incisive, and pertinent comment. In just 
two short sentences he got to the crux of the matter. At the celebration com- 
memorating Lu Xun's centenary, Comrade Hu Yaobang said: "There are some comrades 
who are a bit disheartened because of the injustices and suffering they have en- 
dured in the past. This is understandable. If because of this they observe soci- 
ety and write works of literature while harboring feelings of resentment toward 

the party and toward the socialist system, that would be quite wrong." These 
words reflect the party's complete understanding and concern toward our generation 
of writers who have suffered painful experiences. They also embody a sincere warn- 
ing and solemn criticism. It may be said that his words are serious and his heart 
is thoughtful. It stirred me deeply, and I couldn't help but think about it. In- 
deed, a writer of the people should be magnanimous, have a broad ideological level, 
and be farsighted. He should deeply love life and the cause of the people. If he 
is always wallowing in his feelings of discontent, he will be unable to rouse hin- 
self from his narrow mental world. It is just as Comrade Hu Yaobang said: "If you 
only write literature that is full of complaints of hardship and unfairness," then 
how can you write fine works that stir up national enthusiasm and arouse the fight- 
ing will of the masses? Wouldn't that be betraying the nurturance of the people?! 


At the time I returned from Gezhouba and the disaster area in Sichuan it happened 
that the Party Central Committee had just convened the Forum on Problems on the 
National Ideological Front. They offered criticism on "certain unhealthy, nega- 
tive, and harmful things" existing in the world of literature and art. Thereupon, 
various arguments appeared in society. Some people said: "The policy of ‘let a 
hundred flowers bloom and a hundred schools of thought contend’ has been changed.” 
"The Central Committee has put an end to it." "Writers must once more endure 
punishment." There were others who said: "Of course such freedom should never 
have been allowed"; “ideological emancipation has gone too far"; etc. I feel that 
these arguments are all misinterpretations of the party's general and specific 
policies toward literature and art. They are all erroneous. I think that at 
present we are at a great turning point in history. Profound changes are occur- 
ring in social life. The Party Central Committee has eradicated disorder and re- 
turned to rectitude. They have freed us from old ways of thinking, thereby caus- 
ing the political life of the nation to take on a fine, vigorous, and spirited 
appearance. It is under these circumstances that a minor aberration has appeared 
in the world of literature and art. It has gone somewhat astray. This is very 
natural, however, and it is certainly not worth making a fuss over. Rather, the 
Party Central Committee has offered criticism and advice on those mistaken ten- 
dencies that have occurred in the world of literature and art. This has been 
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done out of concern and love for the writers and to help them develop and flourish 
in a healthier and more normal way. We writers need criticism and self-criticism. 
When defects occur in a writer's work and he goes astray, what reason can he have 
for rejecting the criticism of the party and the people? Criticism certainly is 
not "bludgeoning," nor is it the same thing as "wanton interference." Criticism 
and self-criticism are the fine traditions of our party. They are an effective 
weapon for overcoming weaknesses and correcting mistakes. Shouldn't our great 
revolutionary cause make use of this weapon and gradually grow in strength and 
make further advances? 


Finally, I will repeat a few necessary words. Abroad there are those who, perhaps 
out of unwarranted concern or under provocation of ill will, say that "the winds 
and rains have returned" and "spring has once again departed." I ask you: who 
has ever seen a spring without wind and rain? If the spring winds don't blow, how 
will the grass and trees turn green? Without the prompting of the spring rains, 
how can a hundred flowers bloom? I offer a piece of advice to those gentlemen: 

do not concern yourselves, and just watch our socialist undertaking in literature 
and art. It most definitely will continue to flourish and thrive. 
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